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January 24, 2001

To:  The Honorable John J. Hainkel, Jr.
President of the Senate

The Honorable Charles W. DeWitt
Speaker of the House of Representatives

The Judicial Compensation Commission met on Tuesday,
January 23, 2001, and voted unanimously to recommend to the legislature
again this year, given that no legislative action was taken during the 2000
Regular Session, an increase in judicial salaries and to present a concurrent
resolution to the legislature for its consideration during the 2001 Regular
Session. The resolution will propose an increase in state contributions to the
salary for the justices of the supreme court and the judges of the courts of
appeal and district courts by five percent each year on July 1, 2001, July 1,
2002, and July 1, 2003, and further that the state paid salary of city court and
parish court judges be increased by five percent each year on July 1, 2001,
July 1, 2002, and July 1, 2003.

The resolution for the upcoming session would be based on
the Judicial Compensation Commission report which was timely submitted
to the legislature more than sixty days prior to the 2000 Regular Session in
accordance with R.S. 13:46(B) and will be virtually identical to HCR No. 3
of the 2000 Regular Session except that the effective dates for the proposed
increases are July 1, 2001, July 1, 2002 and July 1, 2003.

With your approval, for the second time in Louisiana, the
salaries paid to judges will be established based on our comprehensive study
conducted in public hearings. The deliberations and work product of the
Judicial Compensation Commission are, in our opinion, an example of good
government that works. It reflects well on the legislature, and the judiciary.
We anticipate continued cooperation in our endeavors to serve the ¢itizens of
Louisiana.

We sincerely appreciate your review of the work product of
the Judicial Compensation Commission and solicit your favorable support.








