
1 In the introduction to the proposed rule, the Commission notes that “the use of a hearing
officer who has not participated in any aspect of the investigation of the complaint that led
to the formal charges is perceived to provide a viewpoint unaffected by early reports about
the case, some of which may have proven groundless.”

INVITATION TO COMMENT ON PROCEDURE FOR USING 
HEARING OFFICERS IN JUDICIARY COMMISSION MATTERS

The Judiciary Commission of Louisiana presented a proposal to the Court that would
allow retired judges to be assigned as hearing officers to assist the Commission primarily by
conducting hearings on formal charges and preparing proposed findings of fact and
conclusions of law for de novo review and consideration by the Commission.  A copy of the
Commission proposal follows.

The Court considered the proposal and a majority of the Justices have agreed to
implement it on a two-year pilot program basis.  It is hoped that three principal benefits will
result from using retired judges as hearing officers:

• Workload relief will be provided to overburdened Commission
members;

• a more expeditious movement of cases will be facilitated; and
• perceptions of fairness in the judicial discipline process will be

enhanced.1

In the event the Legislature approves funding, the Court anticipates commencing the pilot
program in the Fall of 2007.

The purpose of this memorandum is to allow interested persons to comment on the
procedure that has been suggested for using hearing officers.  Persons interested in
commenting on the procedure suggested by the Commission for using hearing officers
should forward their comments to Deputy Judicial Administrator/General Counsel Tim
Averill no later than Monday, April 30, 2007.  Mr. Averill’s mailing address is: 

Supreme Court of Louisiana
Judicial Administrator’s Office
400 Royal Street, Suite 1190
New Orleans, LA  70130-8101

or via e-mail to:  tfa@lajao.org.

Please be advised that any comments which are forwarded constitute
matters of public record and are subject to public inspection.
















