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The $64,000 Question: When Are We Moving?

by Carol Billings

If we've heard it once, we've
heard it athousand times. When
are you moving to Roya Street?
For along time, regular users of
our library thought it would
never redly happen. Out-of-
town librarian friends grew tired
of aking us. But the Brice
Condruction Company is work-
ing hard and fast to complete
renovation of the grand old
courthouse where the Supreme
Court sat--along with various
municipa offices-from 1910 to
1958. The latest predictions
we've heard are that we should
be in our new library sometime
in the first half of 2004--only
about ayear from now.

So we're ready to let you in on
what we know about our new-
hometo-be. The Law Library
will be located on the second
floor of the courthouse, occupy-
ing the entire ova on the Char-
tres Street sde as well as the
rectangular mid-section of the
building that connects to the
rectangle facing Roya Street.
Other court departments will be
housed in the Roya Street side
of the second floor.

When library users arive @ the
top of the grand double winding
dairway or exit the public deva
tor in the Chartres S. wing, they
will be greeted at thelibrary infor-
meation desk in alarge lobby area.
Public computer terminds for
consulting the online catdog of

the collection and other dec-
tronic resources will be located
nearby dong with seting for
readersusing print materids.

Through four sets of double
doors readers will enter the main
area of the library where the ma-
jority of the collection will be
housed in three sack aress over-
looking Chartres, &. Louis, and
Conti streets The reference desk
in the middle will have librarians
on duty to provide assistance.
Tables and cards wired for
computers (some provided by the
library and some for users lap-
tops) will be located in dl three
aess.

Two special new rooms that
our current library lacks are
expected to be popular features
of our new home A
“computer lab” that can be
used for instructional sessions

for both court staff and the
public will enable our staff
to introduce our users to
electronic resources and
research products. The rare
and valuable books that
have long resided in the
director’'s office will have
their own climate-
controlled Rare Book
Room, which will accom-
modate additional older
materials from the stacks.
Our staff has also been con-
sidering establishing a
“popular reading area’ in
the lobby for law-related
novels, recent periodicals,
and newspapers.

Of course the staff is
looking forward to much-
improved work areas
with sufficient space to
operate more efficiently.
continued on page 2
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Your place or ours?

Is your court, firm or
class interested in
participating in a Law
Library of Louisiana
Orientation? For more
information call:

Carol Billings @
(504) 568-5706

Loislaw: A Research Alternative

by Cathy Lemann

Many dtorneys and courts use
dther Wedlaw or Lexis for dec-
tronic searching of cases datutes
éc. One of the comments we fre-
quently heer is that these services
aeexpensve Asweexamineother
productsthat provide accessto legd
meterid, wewill let you know what
wethink of them.

The oldest competitor is Loidaw.
This product, on CD, is availdble
for use in the Law Library a the
public access termind. Discs in-
dude Louidana cesss, datutes,
atorney generd opinions, and ad-
minigtrative code, U.S. FHfth Circuit
caess ad US Supreme Court
cases For most users, theway to go
would be to access Loidaw viathe
Internet a  www.Loidaw.com.
There are various packeges avall-
able which can include state
and/or federal material as well
as treatises published by As-
pen.

Each product has different search
drategies. It is definitdly worth
spending alittle while looking

a the user guide and any help
screens. Loislaw uses different
connectors and shortcut symbols
than either Westlaw or Lexis.
Once you learn the method, it
should not be difficult to create
good searches. If you are famil-
iar with either Lexis or West-
law, you should be able to cre-
ate successful searches in
Loidlaw.

One of the wonderful things about
Loidaw is the search template,
which sets out various fields that
can be searched. This avoids hav-
ing to learn or remember how to
do field searches as you would do
in Lexis or Westlaw. If you are
looking for al decisons by
Judge Wisdom deding with
search and seizure, just plug
“Wisdom” into the judge field
and “search and seizure” in the
majority opinion text field. Be-
cause the all fields option is the
topmost choice, many people
enter search terms there, but |
suggest using the majority opin-
ion text box for searches within
acaseto speadrealits

The Louisiana library in
Loisdaw has coverage of the
Louisana Supreme Court
from 1921 to the present and
the Courts of Appeal from
1972. U.S. Supreme Court
coverage begins in 1899.
Federal Circuit Courts are
avalable from, generdly,
1924. Federd District Court
opinions from 1932 to the
present are avalable as a
premium service,

Loislaw makes it easy to
sign up for a free trial of
their product. Go to Visi-
tors on the web site. If you
have another service, try
running searches in both
products to compare results.
You will be contacted by a
sales person and | encour-
age you to tell him or her
what you do and do not like
about Loislaw.

If you would like additional
instruction on how to use
Loislaw, please contact
Marie or Cathy for help.

THI $64,000 QUESTION continued from page 1

Evauating and measuring
the current collection to de-
termine where various types
of materials should be
shelved is occupying a great
deal of staff effort. Dupli-
cate and unused older sets
are being weeded to provide
sufficient space for easy
access and growth. With the
convenience of our readers
in mind, the staff aims to
shelve in close proximity
parts of the collection that
are commonly used together-
-for instance, the regional
reporters containing state
court opinions near the stat-
utes and other resources
from the other 49 states.

We dso plan to shelve dl

Louisana materias together as
well as most federal sources.
Tentatively the rectangular stack
areajoining the ova to the Royd
Street wing will contain materias
that our users can find easly,
such as law reviews and periodi-
cds, and lessfrequently-used
volumes, such asforeign law.

We are carefully exploring online
resources to determine which of
our older, lessfrequently-used
sets that occupy large amounts of
space can be replaced by eec-
tronic accesss.  New products
such as Hein-On-Line, that pro-
vides searchable, full-text images
of agrowing list of law reviews,
and the forthcoming LLMC-
Digital product (the soon-to-be
online version of the 87,000-

volume microfiche collection of
American and worldwide lega
materias from dl time periods)
are making it possible for us to
retain cogt-effective access to
huge bodies of material that pre-
sent space and preservation prob-
lems. Neverthdess, we treasure
our older hard-copy materids and
plan to retain as many as possible
for the convenience of our users--
current and potentia.

In the coming months we will
appreciate hearing the opinions
and advice of our users about the
content and arrangement of the
collection and services that they
would like to have a Royd
Street. Don't hesitate to cal on
both our staff and our Advisory
Board.
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REMEMBERING CHIEF JUSTICE DIXON

With deepest respect
the Law Library staff
honors the memory of
Chief Justice John A.
Dixon, Jr., who died in
Shreveport on February
22.

Several of us worked
here throughout his ten-
year term as chief. Jus-
tice Dixon and his late
wife Imogene were
good friends and sup-
porters of the library.
One of the greatest
events ever held here

was the huge, festive
reception following his
retirement ceremony in
1990. Mrs. Dixon sup-
plied us with wonderful
photographs and family
memorabilia to create an
exhibit for the courthouse
lobby about her hus
band’s boyhood, family,
legal career and hobbies.
Owing to Jugtice Dixon's
enjoyment of woodwork-
ing, a beautiful ladder,
which he had crafted,
was a highlight of the

display.

Directory Assistance

by Ruth Mahoney

The Law Library has a large col-
lection of legal directories, many
of which are kept in the Refer-
ence Department. Because they
emphasize specific subjects like
courts or courthouses, state offi-
ciads, federd officids, expert
witnesses or lawyers, legdl direc-
tories are vauable to the re-
searcher because they are easy to
use and can save a great ded of
time. Martindale-Hubbell Law
Directory is perhaps the most
well-known example of this type
of publication, but there are many
more. What follows is a list of
just afew of the many other use-
ful directoriesin our collection.

The Louisiana Legal Directory
is the official directory of the
Louisiana State Bar Associa-
tion. The Government Section
lists federal and state govern-
ment officials and professional
associations, including ad-
dresses and phone numbers.
The Roster of Attorneys Sec-
tion is arranged by parish,
while the Biographical Section
lists attorneys and firms alpha-
betically by city.

BNA's Directory of Sate and
Federal Courts, Judges, and

Clerks contains important infor-
mation about courts of record in
both the federd and state court
systems, the Digtrict of Columbia,
and U.S. teritories. Charts
throughout the book aid the
reader in an understanding of the
structure of the court system and
show the path of gpped through
the system. Each court entry in
the directory contains the name of
the court, the court’s judges, and
clerk of court. Other useful sec-
tions include the Geographic
Jurisdiction Index , Federa Court
Public Access Services and
Nominations for Federal Court
Judgeships.

Louisana Directory of Cities,
Towns and Villages is a unique
little book published by the De-
partment of Transportation and
Development. It is aquick refer-
ence source for Louisiana stetisti-
ca information including popula-
tion, post office, zip code and
parish.

The Louisana Courthouse Direc-
tory lists dl 64 parishes aong
with the city or town where the
parish courthouse sits and a brief
history of each parish and court-
house. There are photographs of
esch courthouse, information on

what records are kept and the
year the court began keeping
them. Courthouse hours of
operation, telephone and fax
numbers, photocopy charges
and tax maps are also in-
cluded, as well names of
nearby hotels and restaurants
and a map to the courthouse
from the interstate.

The National Directory of
Expert Witnesses is a na-
tional guide to experts, con-
sultants and litigation sup-
port specialists. It lists over
1500 experts and consultants
in specific categories of
technical, scientific and
medical expertise. Individu-
als and organizations listed
in the directory pay a fee for
their listings, and the pub-
lishers have not investigated
or evaluated the qualifica-
tions of any person or firm
listed. This directory may
also be viewed online at
www.claims.com.

We aso have many other di-
rectories, so please feel free to
cal us with any question you
may have — the answer may
bein adirectory!

http://207.67.203.47/L.2001

Accessthelibrary’s
online catalog:

3/Index.asp
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Spotlight on: Central Staff

The first in a series of articles focusing on various departments and individuals and their
functions within the Supreme Court.

by Jason Kruppa

Originally established in 1976
as an experimental project with
two attorneys and one secretary
to "assist the Court in meeting
its crisis of volume” Central
Staff primarily reviewed capital
cases and ran the summary
docket for criminal appeals. In
this latter capacity, Centra
Staff screened the filed appeals
to determine which could be
disposed of summarily (i.e
without written opinion) and
which should receive a full
written opinion from the Court
(i.e. the regular docket). The
staff would then write full
memoranda of cases, with the
summaries appearing in the
Southern Reporter under the
designation “affirmed.”  This
would relieve the judges of
having to write opinions on
every case, particularly if the
issues raised had been clearly
dealt with in earlier decisions.

Judges could, of course, choose
cases from the summary docket
on which to write an opinion,
and Central Staff could in turn
recommend cases to the judges
for opinions, assuring that Cen-
tral Staff's office did not be-
come aburial ground of sortsin
the interest of reducing the
backlog.

By August 1978, Central Staff
had grown to nine employees

and had become a permanent
part of the court. Around 1982
Central Staff's responsibilities
came to encompass review of
supervisory writ applications,
post-conviction criminal writs
and some pre-trial evidenciary
issues. The department aso
currently indexes cases and, as
part of its charge, essentially
maintains the history of the
Supreme Court's criminal juris-
prudence.

Continuing from its initial du-
ties when first founded, one of
the department's most impor-
tant responsibilities involves
death penalty cases. Louisiana
state law requires automatic
appeal on death sentence cases,
and to that end each capital
case goes through Central Staff
for review. Because the entire
case record must be reviewed,
and a report researched and
written, this process can take
about a month. For obvious
reasons in cases demanding
this much attention, capital
case assignments are rotated
among the attorneys in the
department.

Capital case records must be
complete when arriving for
review and should include any
and al evidenciary material,
from voir dire to the entire trial
transcript. If only one or two
hearings are incomplete, Cen-

tral Staff will generally find
those missing elements on its
own and proceed with writing
the memos, which are often
used by the judges when writ-
ing their opinions. If, how-
ever, the case is too incom-
plete, it is returned to the
originating parish for refiling.

One such case was that of
Henri Broadway (State v
Broadway, 753 So 2d 801),
submitted by East Baton
Rouge Parish in 1999. The
record required extensive
supplements and, despite a
year of work, was eventually
so digointed that Central
Staff returned it for refiling.
As a result of the Court's
experience in Broadway, and
to avoid further confusion in
such matters, Central Staff
rewrote Rule 1, Section 6 in
Louisiana Rules of Court
(State), expanding section
6(e) in particular, to provide
clearer guidelines.

Since the rule change, which
became effective in 2000,
every parish has responded
favorably except Orleans
Parish, which continues to
submit cases with significant
material missing.

As a department, Central Steff
ensures ecific, focused re-
view for crimina cases reach-
ing the Supreme Court.

What Were Up To:

Library Staff Activities

Janice Shull, Head of Technicd
Sarvices, wrote two articles which
were recently published: “Whet |
Learned About Preservation from
Vidts to 30 Libraries and How it
Applies to You: Conference
Report”, Technical Services Law
Librarian, vol. 28, no. 1/2, pp. 32-
33; and “Where Do | Find Re-
cent Legislation and Statutory

Annotations Published After a
Code Volume or Pocket Part?’ in
Teachable Moments for Students,
Perspectives:  Teaching Legal
Res=arch and Writing, val. 11, no.
2, pp. 80-81.

As AALL Secretary, Catherine
Lemann vidted the Minnesota
Chapter of the American Associa

tion of Law Librariesin . Paul
on February 18. The wesather
was cold, but sunny. The pro-
gram was “Alternatives to Lexis
and Wedlaw.” Catherine gave
the attendees an update on news
from AALL including informa-
tion about the 2003 Annud Con-
ference in Sedtle and the new
Executive Director.
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Federal Depository Library Highlights

By Georgia Chadwick

One dfternoon in firg grade my
teecher sad tha everyone should
find a book in the dassoom and
reed for a while | immediady
went over and picked up the diction-
ay. She expressed some concern
when she checked on me later and
sav my sdection, but she left me
donewithit. | think | liked that it
was 0 packed with information and
there was no plat involving Dick,
Janeor Spot.

It should be no surprise, then, that
my favorite government publication
is the American Sate Papers the
firg part of the United States Serid
Sat. The Serid Set began publica
tion in 1817 to provide a permanent
record of Congressond adtivity. It
is dill being published today, d-
though only the regiond librariesin
esch dae receve the bound vol-
umes. In 1831 Congress passed an
act meking aprovison for thereprint
of Congressond documents to

any one, without that knowledge of
these things which can only be
obtained by long experience, under-
taken to separate and arrange these
documents, he would have been in
greet danger of reduding the whole
to ahegp of confuson.”

The compilation, printing and distri-
bution of the set took place between
1831 and 1861. Although the 38
volume st of American Sate Pa-
pers is sad to contan over 6000
documents, these are only sdected
documents However, the editors —-
Wadter Lowrie, Secretary of the
Sende, and Mathew & Clar
Clake, Clek of the House -
sooured all available sources, indud-
ing the confidentia files of the Sen+
ate and the records of the Depart-
ment of Sate. It wasthar god tha,
from reading the grest principles
embodied in the documents "the
breegt of every dtizen [would] be
filled with an honorable pride in the
inditutions of his country, and with
gratitude to those who have lad the

A handy feature of the American
Sate Papers is that each volume
contains a chronologicd lig of the
documents incdluded in thet volume
in thefront and asubject index &t the
end. Although no cumulative index
for the entire st was published by
Gdes and Seston, our library does
have the United Sates Serial Sat
Index, published by the Congres-
dond Information Savice which
indudes finding ligts as well as sub-
ject access

| recommend that anyone interested
in the earliest formetive period of our
government take alook at the Ameri-
can Sate Papers and reed the
"Introductory Notice' in which the
editors describe why these docu-
mentsare o important:

"It must be obvious to dl who con-
Sder the period which it embraces; the
dructure of the Govenment; the
sysdemsto be organized; theprinciples
to be established; and the difficulties
to be overcome that this collection

Until 1817 and the beginning of systematized proceduresfor publishing Congressional
documents, these documents were widdly scattered, and many were destroyed when the
British burned Washington during the War of 1812

cover the criticd gep from 1789 to
1817. The origind intention was to
print the documents of the 1
through the 14th Congresses, but by
the time the st was completed in
1861, some documents from even
the 25th Congress were induded.
The legidaion provided tha the
documents were to be sdected
under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate and the Clerk of the
House of Representatives and
would be published by the private
printers Galesand Seeton.

It s|ems that this would have been a
smple project, but the report by the
Secretary of the Senate and the
Clerk of the House of Representa
tives, contained in the "Introductory
Notice' in the firg volume of the
American Sate Papers, indicaes
that it was an enormous task not
only to sdect thedocuments but dso
to preparethem for the pressaswell.

Until 1817 and the beginning of
systematized procedures for publish
ing Congressond documents, these
documents were widdy scatered,
and many were destroyed when the
British burned Washington during the
War of 1812. The report Sates "Had

broad and firm foundaions of a
naion'swdfare"

Lowrie and Clarke decided that the
pages in the set would be falio sze
because of the number of tables to
beinserted. They congdered adtrict
chronologica  arrangement,  but
chose an arrangement of ten subject
cdases ingead.  The documents
within eech dass ae aranged
chronologicaly. Theten dassssare
|. Foréign Rdations II. Indien
Affars Ill. Financd Affars, V.
Commerce and Navigdion, V.
Military Affars VI. Navd Affairs,
VII. Pog Office Depatment, VIII.
Public Lands, 1X. Clams and X.
Miscdlaneous The description of
what is induded in each aubject
category only gopearsin the front of
the firg volume of the s, volume
oneof Foreign Rdations

Genedogigts are often interested in
the Public Lands volumes, which
indude dams of individuds and
corporations for land, and the
Claims volumes, which embracesdl
other dams againg the United
States except land.  Also of interest
to many of our patrons are the maps
reproduced throughout the st

of State Papers contains diversfied
and important information not essily
derived from any other source It
lays open, during a critica and agi-
tating period, every spring of the
fordgn and domesgtic palicy of the
United States; it discloses the gov-
erning principles of those who firgt,
under Divine Providence, put our
republican system into motion; it
traces pexils, from within and from
without, by which that system was
surrounded; it removes the vell
from the designs of artful enemies
or insdious friends; and it presents
for future imitation the integrity
and congtancy, the moderation and
wisdom, under which the republi-
can inditutions of the United States
have been seen to gather strength
from every succeeding year."

It is nice to be able to see the books
themsdvesin our library, but the text
has aso been digitized in its origind
format as a part of the Library of
Congress American Memory pro-
ject. Theonline collection, caled "A
Century of Lawvmeking for a New
Nation," contains the records of the
U.S. Congressup to 1875. The Ameri-
can Sate Papers can be found a
http://memory.loc.goviammeny
amlaw/lwsp.htm

Memorial Books
If you are interested in
memorializing a family

member, friend, or
colleague by purchas-

ing a book for the Ii-

brary’s collection
please contact
Carol Billings at

504-568-5706.
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RECENT REFERENCE QUESTIONS

Do you know of an online
source for locating Acts of
the Louisiana Legislature?

Yes, if the act is fairly re-
cent. The Legislature's web
site, www.legis.state.la.us
has Acts from the 1997
Regular Session to the pre-
sent. Look for Session Info
at the top of the page, then
choose the appropriate ses-
sion. Use the drop down
menu at View a specific
instrument and change it to
Act. Type in the act num-
ber, hit view and it should

pop up.

How do | get a pardon of a
felony conviction from 19757 |
would like to get all of my
rights back, including the right
to own a gun so | can go hunt-
ing with my son.

R.S. 15:572 provides that the
governor may pardon those
convicted of offenses against
the state upon recommendation
of the Board of Pardons. Infor-
mation about the Pardon Board
can be located by searching the
Boards and Commissions of the
Legislature's web site,
www.legis.state.laus. There is
also information in the Louisi-
ana Administrative Code at

LAC 22:V.101. That is avail-
able on the Internet at
http://www .state.la.us/osr/lac/2
2v01/22v01.pdf

What are the standards used by
the Department of Trangportation
and Development to determine
the priority of repairing rutsin a
road?

A search of cases reveds tha the
DOTD has a maintenance plan-
ning manua and/or a manud for
maintaining roadways. Contact
the Department to determine the
specific name of the manual and
if itispossibleto review acopy.

A Heart to Heart Experience

On Valentine€s Day our staff
collaborated with other mem-
bers of the New Orleans Asso-
ciation of Law Librarians to
host a “Show and Tell” mentor-
ing experience for a group of
students from the LSU School
of Library and Information Sci-
ence. Over king cake and
coffee, each of our librarians

explained how their particular
job contributes to the grand
scheme of library operations. They
described how the eectronic infor-
mation revolution has chalenged
us to rethink how we can best
serve our clientele. After taking
our guests on a brief tour, we
escorted them to the Jones,
Walker firm, where head

librarian Tina Gambrell and her
staff provided a lovely lunch. A
panel discussion highlighting
various types of law libraries —
academic, firm and court/public
— was presented by Ms. Gam-
brell with Tulane documents
librarian Katherine Nachod and
U.S. Fifth Circuit staffer Ann
Middleton.

De Novo email

We are establishing an email
notification service that will
dert our readers when a new
issue of De Novo has been
posted on our website. If you
would like to receive such
notification, send an email
message to jshull@lasc.org.
In the subject line type: “De

Novo email service” and in the
body of the message give us
your name & address so that we
can remove your name from the
regular mailing list.

In the interest of reducing our
postage and printing costs, if
you decide that you no longer

wish to receive De Novo,
please let us know to remove
your name from our mailing
list. Please notify us aso if
your address changes. You
may contact the library at
504-568-5796 or 800-820-
3038 or send an email to
jshull @lasc.org.

A New Start

Acqguistions libraian and De
Novo founding editor Cathleen
Furlong has accepted a postion
as law librarian a the Chaffe,
McCdl law firm. Everyone here
a the Law Library of Louisana
wishes her much success in her
new endeavor. Her wit and exu-

berance will be missed.

Miriam D. Childs will be leaving
her current position as Serids Li-
brarian at the Earl K. Long Library
a UNO to become the new Seri-
agAcquistions librarian here at
the law library. We will festure

more about Miriam in the next
issue of De Novo.

Jason Kruppa will be assuming
editing duties on De Novo.
Please direct dl comments, idess
and winning lottery numbers to
him at jkruppa@lasc.org.
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Spanish Treasure in Our Library
A survey of historical legal materials from Louisiana’ s Spanish period

By Carol Billings

Before turning the spotlight on our
library's early Spanish resources, we
need firgt to st the stage for their
introduction into colonid Louisana
Preoccupied in the middle of the
eighteenth century with a series of
imperia wars and continenta entan-
glements, the French decided that
they had bigger fish to fry than their
colony in Louisana To compensate
the Spanish Bourbons for their sup-
port during the Seven Years Wa,
France ceded Louisana to Spain in
1762 by means of a secret treaty.
However, it was not until 1766 that
the Spanish imperid bureaucracy
was in sufficient order to take pos-
ssson of the colony. Carlos 1l
gopointed as governor the inept
Antonio de Ulloa, who immediately
earned the resentment of the French
eite with his autocraic attempts to
assimilate the colony into the Span+
ishempire. A financid crisisturned

The Law Library of Louisana owns
severd titles that indude the Code
ORelly. Gudavwus Schmidt, the
atorney higorian who founded
Louisands first law school in 1844
(the forerunner of Tulane), trandated
it for publication in 1 Louisana Law
Journal, No. 1 (1841). It ds0 gp-
pears in the American Sate Papers,
vol. 1 Misc., Documents, Legidative
and Executive of the Congress of the
United States 362-376 (Washington:
Gdes & Sedaton, 1834) with refer-
ences to Spanish laws  Another
sourcein English is Benjamin Frank-
lin French's Historical Collections of
Louidana, part 5, 269-288 (Wiley &
Putnam, 1846-1853). The lae dis-
tinguished L.SU. law librarian Kate
Walach explained that the code was
"not an orderly arrangement of the
body of Spanish law, but merdy a
digest of the mogt important Spanish

laws gpplicableto Louisana”

1265. Strongly influenced by
Roman and canon law, Las Parti-
das conssts of saven pats the
Cahalic faith; roydty and nohil-
ity; judice betrothads and mar-
riages, loans, sdes, contracts, €lc;
wills and inheritance; and crimes
and offences.  So important an
dement in Louidands Spanish
legd foundations wes the compi-
laion that the Legidaure on
March 3, 1819, "authorized and
encouraged the trandation of such
parts as are conddered to have the
force of law in this gae" The
trandation by LouisMoreau Lidet
and Henry Carleton, omitting the
portions dedling with the Catholic
fath and crimind matters, was
published in 1820.

Two important depositories in
New Orleans provide scholars
the opportunity to conduct re-
search inthe origind manuscript

Our staff is often asked what qualifies as the oldest book in our library. The
honor belongs to Las Siete Partidas, published in three volumesin 1587.

dissatisfaction into rebdlion, and the
Superior Council |eft over from the
French regime, acting on the colo-
nigs grievances, expdled Ulloa to
Havana

Carlos responded with bruta force,
sending Irish soldier of fortune Ale-
jandro O'Rellly to take command in
Louiganain 1769. The new gover-
nor logt no time trying the rebds,
earning the sobriquet "Bloody
OReilly" for executing five and
sntendng five others to ten-year
prison teems. A tdented, dedisve
adminigrator neverthdess ORally
indituted reforms that gave the col-
ony agtable government and ameans
of conflict resolution thet lasted until
1803. To replace the French Superior
Council he ingdled the Cabildo and
cregted a sysem of law in keeping
with Spanish interests  He charged
two lawyers, Don Felix D Rey and
Manud Jos2 de Urrutia, with redact-
ing a mingling of the laws of the
Indies and Cadlile with sdected
French cugoms into wha became
known as the Code ORellly. Their
mgor sources were Recopilacion de
las Indias, the Sete Partidas, and the
French Code Nair of 1724.

Although a number of Spanish laws
were enacted especidly for Louis-
ana to ded with practicd matters
such as land and livestock, a far
grester combination of laws wes
declared gpplicable in Louisana and
Spain's other colonies One of our
library's red tressures is the first
edition of Recopilacion de Leyes de
Las Reinos de Indias. This compila-
tion of 6,447 enactments deding
with the adminigtration of the colo-
nies was firg published in four vol-
umesin 1681 by Julian de Paredesin
Madrid.  Scholar John Thomas
Vance has written that "according to
the Spanish and Higpanic-American
historians [the Recopilacion] despite
its defects desarve to rank higher
than anything done in the English
and French colonies, because of its
humanitarian spirit and the protec-
tion afforded to the native subjects of
the Spanish crown."

Our gt is often asked what quai-
fies as the oldest book in our library.
The honor belongs Las Sete Parti-
das, published in three volumes in
1587. This compilation was accom-
plished during the reign of Alfonso
Xl (or d Sabio) between 1256 and

records of the Spanish colony.
The Louidana State Museum
Higtorical Center in the old U.S.
Mint houses records of the Span-
ish judiciary. Governor OReilly
himsdf established the office of
Escribano of the Cabildo, the
clerk respongble for preserving
the archives concerning the Ca
bildo and its proceedings. These
records were turned over to
French Prefect Laussat, who
tranferred them to the Ameri-
cansin 1803. They now form an
important part of the LouiSana
Divison of the New Orleans
Public Library.

Finally we mention the Treaty of
San Ildefonso, adopted on Octo-
ber 1, 1800, by which Spain
returned Louisiana to France.
Not only our library's visitors, but
anyonewith accessto the Internet
may find an English trandation
of the treaty by going to the web-
ste of the Avdon Project
at Yale Law School
<http://www.ya e.edu/lavweb/av
aon/ildefonshtm>. The site
offers the text of many important
historical documents.
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L obby Exhibit Features Landmark Case

By Janice Shull

It isn't a fight involving
Eminem, or M&M’s in a
trademark infringement suit.
This “M” and “M” s
Marbury v. Madison (5 U.S.
(1 Cranch) 137), the first
significant opinion to be
issued by the U.S. Supreme
Court under Chief Justice
John Marshall. February 24,
2003 marked the 200"
anniversary of the opinion,
and in honor of the occasion
the library has gathered
materials featuring the case
and its effect on American
society.

The four exhibit cases in the
Supreme Court building’'s
first floor lobby contain
much information about the
case in which William
Marbury sued Secretary of
State James Madison for
mandamus to force the

delivery of Marbury’'s
commission as Justice of the
Peace in New York. The
historical background is full
of intrigue, tension between
the Federalists and the
Democratic-Republicans, and
competition for power
between Congress, the
President and the judiciary.
Materials on display also

portray the life of John
Marshall, the third Chief
Justice. Marshall has been
credited with the fullest

expression of the doctrine of
judicial review, so basic to
the American judicial
tradition. For an informed
but entertaining presentation
of the American judicia
tradition at the Supreme
Court, we suggest Marshall,
the Courthouse Mouse by
Peter and Cheryl Barnes.
This children’s book tells the
story of the court in rhyme

and is accompanied by very
clever illustrations.

We invite you to take a few
minutes to peruse the lobby
exhibit and to stop in the
library to learn more about
this landmark case. Basic
information is easily
accessible on the internet:

http://www.jmu.edu/madison/m
arbury/

http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/info
usa/facts/democrac/9.htm

http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/
supreme_court/landmark/marb
ury.html

An alternative viewpoint on
the significance of the case
and the landmark status of
Marshall’s opinion is offered
at:

http://www.law.com/jsp/article.
jSp?i1d=1045793314566







