12/15/00

SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA
NO. 99-OB-2903

IN RE: JEROME N. BAYLIS

ON APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE BAR

PER CURIAM

Following hissuccessful completion of the L ouisanaState Bar Examination, petitioner, JeromeN.
Baylis, was denied admission to the Louisiana State Bar Association based on character and fitness
concerns. At petitioner’ srequest, we appointed acommissioner to take evidence and report to this court
asto whether petitioner hasthe appropriate character and fitness to be admitted to the bar and allowed
to practicelaw inthe State of Louisiana. The commissioner subsequently issued areport recommending
that petitioner beadmitted to the practice of law. Upon reviewing the recommendation, we believed further
investigation was warranted, and issued an order transferring the matter to the Office of Disciplinary
Counsd (*ODC”). The ODC was authorized to conduct an investigation into the qudifications of petitioner
to be admitted to the bar and to issue awritten report. OnJune 1, 2000, the ODC fileditsreport with this
court, recommending that admission be denied.

After reviewing the evidence and considering thelaw, we conclude petitioner hasfailed to meet his
burden of proving that he has “good moral character” to be admitted to the Louisiana State Bar
Association. See Supreme Court Rule XV1I, 8 5(E).

Accordingly, it is ordered that the application for admission is denied.



