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SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA

No. 2002-KK-1306

STATE OF LOUISIANA

VERSUS

CLARENCE SHEPPARD

ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE COURT OF APPEAL
FIRST CIRCUIT, PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE

CALOGERO, Chief Justice, concurs.

I agree that the trial court may have prematurely ruled on the admissibility of

impeachment evidence the State may seek to introduce through questioning of the

defense witness, and that the State should be permitted to explore any bias or interest

of the witness in favor of the defense or against the State, within the confines of the

Code of Evidence.  However, I write separately to note that the trial court remains free

to exercise its discretion in ruling on the admissibility of the evidence under the Code

of Evidence, including Articles 404, 609.1, and 403, at the time the State seeks to

introduce such evidence, which I perceive the action of this court today does not

resolve.
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