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SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA

NO.  2013-C-2879

[PARENTS OF MINOR CHILD]

VERSUS

GEORGE J. CHARLET, JR., DECEASED, CHARLET FUNERAL HOME,
INC., [THE PRIEST], AND THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

OF THE DIOCESE OF BATON ROUGE

ON REHEARING

VICTORY, J., DISSENTS FROM THE DENIAL OF REHEARING AND
WOULD GRANT AND DOCKET.

I dissent from the majority’s decision to deny rehearing and would grant and

docket the case for full argument and briefing by the parties to consider whether

the reporting requirement of La. Ch. C. art. 609 overrides any privilege that may

otherwise be claimed by the priest.  At the very least, I would grant rehearing to

correct the per curiam which remands the case to the trial court to determine

whether the communications between the priest and the minor were “confessions

per se.”  Instead, the proper inquiry would be whether the communications were

“confidential communications” under La. C. E. art. 511 and La. Ch. C. art.

603(15).   Not only is a “confession per se” undefined in the per curiam, it has no

legal relevance to this case.

For the above reasons, I respectfully dissent from the denial of rehearing. 
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