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SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA 

NO. 2016-C-0589 

CHAD J. BOURG, JR. AND ALEXIS GORMAN 

VERSUS 

VERNON SOUTHALL, JR., AND VERNON SOUTHALL, SR. AND 
IMPERIAL FIRE AND CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY 

ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE COURT OF APPEAL, 

FIFTH CIRCUIT, PARISH OF JEFFERSON 

CRICHTON, J., additionally concurs and assigns reasons: 

I agree with the majority’s decision to deny the writ, though I write 

separately to convey that I share Chief Judge Chehardy’s concerns regarding the 

implications of La. R.S. 32:900(L), namely that it seems to conflict with our public 

policy of financially protecting innocent motorists.  However, and as noted in 

Chief Judge Chehardy’s dissent, this Court has opined in the past that Subsection L 

violates public policy1, and the legislature, in response, elected to maintain the 

statute’s viability. Therefore, though I personally feel a level of discomfort with 

La. R.S. 32:900(L) for the reasons above and contained in Chief Judge Chehardy’s 

dissent, I recognize that the legislature has spoken on this issue and I honor its 

wisdom. Moreover, the plaintiffs are not without a remedy: they maintain their 

rights against the alleged tortfeasors individually.   

1 Williams v. U.S. Agencies Casualty Insurance Company, Inc., 00-1693 (La. 2/21/01), 779 So.2d 729. 
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