
report                        
of                         

abuse or                  
neglect

610 

report                   
received
610(E)

level of                 
risk              

assigne
d

612(A)

- assessment
612(A)

- preliminary         
investigation

interview child
 and

parent/caretaker
612(A)

videotaped            
statement
322-328

entry order
613

evaluation          
order
614

more             
intensive               

investigation
612(D)

disposition            
of report

615 

not justified
615(B)(4)

false
615(B)(5)

report to DA
615(B)(3)

need
protective          

order
615(B)(2)

need
instanter             

order
615(B)(1)may 

offer 
services
615(C)

  valid

         invalid

PURPOSE
601

-protect children whose physical/mental health & welfare is substantially at risk of 
harm

-provide greatest possible protection as promptly as possible
-avoid unnecessary interfence with family privacy and trauma to child

shall - mandatory reporter
609(A)(1)

may - permitted reporter   
609(B)

cause to believe child's physical/mental health/welfare is 
endangered as a result of abuse/neglect 

parent/caretaker? Yes

No

law enforcement

tape record if requested
612(C)

ex parte:
reasonable suspicion

+ entry denied

ex parte:
-medical of child

contradictory hearing:
-psych of child

-med/psych of parent/caretaker

  low

  high/inter-
mediate

destruction
of records

615(E)

central 
registry

616

DSS/OCS

OCS process

court process

defined in 
603

* may be continued for 
good cause

KEY

[numerical cites 
are to Children's 

Code]

-avoid delays in acheiving permanency
-child's health and safety paramount concern

-changes to 603 and 116

-time limited
-best interest
-written order

search for 
parent(s)

and relatives

-individualized intervention 
strategy

-risk assessment
-concurrent planning

615

ASFA requirements

final rules alert



ex parte TRO
617

oral request
620

hearing/rule            
for protective          

order
617

written affidavit/      
complaint
619-620

protective              
order
618

instanter/              
removal  

order
620

10 days

24 hrs
continued               
custody                   
hearing
624-627

3 days

petition
63230 days

30 days*

informal          
adjustment        
agreement

628-630

60 days

good cause = immediate and 
present danger of abuse

reasonable grounds to believe
child in need of care +

emergency removal necessary for 
protection

prove allegations of abuse
by preponderance of evidence

reasonable efforts +
child's welfare cannot be

safeguarded without removal

report to LPOR

6 mos max - ct may extend
after contradictory  hearing

-hearsay admissible-
reasonable grounds to believe CINC +

continued custody necessary
 for safety and protection

-reasonable efforts?

DA or ct 
authorized 

person
631 

child enters 
custody of OCS

care and treatment by OCS
672

ct may 
continue up  
to 3 days for 
good cause

counsel for child / parent
607-608/627

ct or DA may
authorize
or refer
to FINS

ct may 
authoriz

e
DA

6 mos max
ct may extend
6 more months

no petition filed

correction 
of records

616.1

health and safety are
paramount 

concurrent 
planning

summons
notice
619(E)

shall curator and        /CASA and may

-advice of responsibilities
-identification of relatives/others

625

reunification efforts 
determination

672.1

consent of
department

628/629

summons
636 

notice
639



answer            
646     15 days

stip/admit
647

adjudication       
hearing
659-666

45/105 days *
from filing
of petition

pre-adjud. motions
651

disposition        
hearing
678-686

30 days*

vacation
667

pre-dispo              
investigation       

and/or                  
exams

668-670 return to parents
681(1)

continue               
custody
681(2)

remove
681(2)-682

case          
plan
673

file       
case        
plan
674

3 mos

6 mos

appeal
330-33815 days 30 days return      

date

  10 days

disclosure (ct  record) 
412(F)

discovery (OCS/DA)
652/46:56

examination (med/psych)
654

treatment of child
655

severance of adjudications
656

dismissal of petition
657-658

CASA appointment
424

1 extension
30 day max

amend
petition

635

curator appointment
643-645

factual basis + parent consent

-civil rules of evid-
prove allegations
by preponderance

child's welfare cannot be
safeguarded without removal

-reasonable efforts?

-required
-schedule/

serve 
future

court dates
646

prehearing 
conference

646.1

-after 
conference

-dept. approval
647

-health/safety 
paramount

673

-concurrent planning
-independent living

-agency efforts
-compelling reasons

675

reunification efforts
determination

672.1

no 
reasonable

efforts 
required

10 day 
max

advisement
666

consider
case plan

677

notice
679

notice to parents
682/684



-court-

case          
review        
hearing

692

-admin-

file      
case       

review     
report
688

motion to                  
modify                  

disposition
613-617

case
review
hearing

692

dispositional
review
hearing

702

legal
guardianship

final
adoption decree

return
to

parents

long-term
foster care

placed for
adoption

repeat every 6 mos             

repeat every 12 mos

   10 days

PERMANENT
PLACEMENT

continue until 
permanent placement

shall be accorded preference +
shall be determined at the
earliest practicable time

337

6 mos

-foster/adoptive parents
relative caregivers

695/698
-notice to parents

700

immediately or within 30 days

15/22 month
termination 

consideration

-"permanency hearing"
-reasonable efforts         

-priorities of placement
-foster/adoptive parents

702
relative caregivers

705/708

change in placement
702(C)

permanent 
relative 

placement

"alternative 
permanent living 

arrangement"




