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The Judicial Campaign Oversight Committee

(“JCOC”) helps to enforce certain restrictions in
Canon 7 of the Code.




JCOC CAN

Accept  complaints  regarding alleged

violations of certain provisions of Canon 7
Current elections (not after the election is over) °

Issue a public statement
Negotiate an informal resolution

Assign a subcommittee to review campaign
materials and give non-binding advice

JCOC CANNOT

Compel a candidate to change his or her
behavior or advertising materials

It has subpoena,
enforcement power

no disciplinary, or

The Committee has authority to the
extent it does not conflict with the First
Amendment.







CANON T
A Judge Or Judicial Candidate Shall Refrain From Inappropriate Political and Campaign Activity

A. A Judge or Judicial Candidate Shall Not, Except to the Extent Permitted By These Canons:
(1) act as a leader or hold any office in a political organization;
(2) publicly endorse or publicly oppose another candidate for public office;

(3) make speeches on behalf of a political organization or a candidate for public office;

(4) solicit funds for, pay an assessment to, or make a contribution to a political organization or candidate for public office;
(5) purchase tickets for campaign functions;
(6) personally solicit or personally accept campaign contributions;

(7) use or permit the use of campaign contributions for the sole or exclusive benefit of the judge, the candidate, or others:

(8) use court staff, facilities, or other court resources in a campaign for judicial office, except to the extent that such use is de minimis in nature:

(9) knowingly make, or cause to be made, a false statement concerning the identity, qualifications, present position. or other fact concerning the candidate or an
opponent;

(10) make any statement that would reasonably be expected to affect the outcome or impair the fairness of a matter pending in any Louisiana state court: or

(11} in connection with cases, controversies, or issues that are likely to come before the court, make pledges, promises, or commitments that are inconsistent with
the impartial performance of the adjudicative duties of judicial office.



* As such, campaign contributions should not be sent to a candidate’s law
office or PO Box.

* A judicial candidate should not endorse the back of a check. In Re

Cannizzaro, No. 05-524 (La. 5 /6/05), 201 So.2d 1035.

Fundraiser invitations must come from the campaign committee and not
from the judge or judicial candidate.




Comment 1 to Canon 7: “With respect to 7B(3), the ‘reasonableness’ of
the measures taken will vary depending on whether the prohibited
conduct was carried out by an employee serving at the pleasure of the
candidate (whose conduct can be prohibited), others under the direction
and control of the candidate (whose conduct can be discouraged), and

family members (whose conduct can be encouraged to assist the

candidate in complying with the Canons).”




It is ethically permissible for a judicial candidate who is not the
incumbent judge to transfer excess campaign funds from a prior non-

judicial race to the campaign fund for the current judicial race as long

as not done to circumvent the Code. Opinion 141 (insert link)




* Opinion 271 (insert link) — It is 'mportant for
you to review these

* Opinion 272 (insert link)

opinions closely!




Always remember a judicial candidate may, during
or in preparation for her candidacy, solicit publicly

stated support (Canon 7C(2)(a)).






















The rules, procedures, complaint form, press releases, and

other information concerning the JCOC can be accessed at:

www.lasc.org/Judicial Campaign Oversight
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