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The Supreme Court Annual Report is a useful guide to 
judicial personnel and contacts throughout the state, as 
well as an overview of the Court’s progress in 2004. 

The GUIDE TO LOUISIANA COURTS features a lists of 
judges, clerks and administrators (complete with contact 
phone numbers, see inset at right) for Courts of Appeal, 
District Courts and City and Parish Courts statewide; 
and maps of electoral districts for the Supreme Court, the 
Courts of Appeal, and District Courts.

The STATISTICAL DATA section summarizes two-year 
activity trends—in juvenile, civil, criminal and traffic  
categories—for courts at all levels in the state.
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I was saddened that my friend and 
colleague, retired Justice Walter 
F. Marcus, did not live to see this 
day, having died on April 8, 2004. 
Justice Marcus set the standard for 
integrity, intellect, and dedication. 
We will miss him.

 On October 2, a spectacular 
dedication ceremony was held on 
the front steps of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court Building. Emceed 
by the Honorable Corinne M. 
“Lindy” Boggs, speakers included 
Governor Kathleen Babineaux 
Blanco, Lt. Governor Mitchell 
J. Landrieu, Attorney General 
Charles C. Foti, Jr. (who has an 
office in the building), Commis-
sioner of Administration Jerry 
Luke LeBlanc, New Orleans 
Mayor C. Ray Nagin, LSBA 
President Michael W. McKay, and 
Louisiana Supreme Court Histori-
cal Society Chairman U.S. District 
Judge Eldon E. Fallon. The high-

light of the ceremony 
was the keynote address 
by United States Supreme 
Court Associate Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor.

AN ARCHITECTURAL GEM

This day, more than 
a century in the mak-
ing, was a milestone in 
Louisiana history. The 
Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1897-98 included 
a provision in the new 
constitution requiring the legis-
lature to provide “suitable and 
commodious buildings” for the 
Louisiana Supreme Court and the 
State Library. The governor did 
not concur until 1900. It took two 
more years, and diligent efforts by 
the Louisiana Bar Association, for 
$575,000 to be appropriated jointly 
by the State and the City of New 
Orleans. The Royal Street site was 
chosen, and the building was com-
pleted in 1909. In 1910, the Loui-
siana Supreme Court moved in and 
stayed until 1958, when it relocated 
to a new building at 301 Loyola 
Avenue. With the passage of time 
and the increase in litigation and 
administrative staffs, however, the 
Loyola building became cramped, 
cluttered, and inadequate.

 The newly restored courthouse 
is an architectural gem. It was 
molded, shaped, and polished 
by the project’s architects and 
contractors, including Pio Lyons; 
Lyons & Hudson; William J. 
Hess, Jr.; Lowry Hess Boudreaux; 
Rome Architects; Vitetta Group; 
Walter H. Sobel and Associates; 
Brice Building Company; Johnson 
Controls; Favalora Construc-
tion; Gootee Construction, Inc.; 
Asbestos Consultants; and Gibbs 
Construction Company. The gran-
ite, marble, and terra-cotta façade, 
graced by Ionic columns and rich 
architectural detail, demonstrates 
to visitors and citizens alike that 
the people of Louisiana value our 
system of justice. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF JUSTICE

A f ter over two decades of effort, I am proud to announce 

that, in May, 2004, the Louisiana Supreme Court; the 

Court of Appeal, Fourth Circuit; the Louisiana Law Library; 

and the Judicial Administrator’s Office opened for business 

in the newly restored Royal Street Courthouse at 400 Royal 

Street in New Orleans’ historic French Quarter.

H I S TOR IC  BU I LD IN G SYMBOL I ZES  T R AD I T ION &  PROGRESS

1908

On January 8, the Corner-

stone Ceremony is held  

for the Royal Street 

Supreme Court Building. 

The design features four 

floors and 360 windows.

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A  • Annual Report 2004
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 The completion of the renova-
tion would not have been pos-
sible without the assistance of 
present and prior Justices of the 
Louisiana Supreme Court; present 
and prior Judges of the Court of 
Appeal, Fourth Circuit; Louisiana 
Governors Kathleen Blanco, Mike 
Foster, Edwin Edwards, Charles 
E. “Buddy” Roemer, and David 
C. Treen; present and former 
members of the Louisiana State 
Legislature; Governor Foster’s 
Royal Street Advisory Board mem-
bers Roger H. Ogden, Edward L. 
Diefenthal, James J. Coleman, Sr., 
Dr. Hugh M. Collins, and David 
Stone; and members of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court Historical Society.

WITNESS TO PROGRESS

Louisiana’s legal history dates 
to the 1700’s, when the territory 
was settled by French and Spanish 
explorers who shaped our legal 
system. Even after the Louisiana 
Purchase of 1803 and statehood 
in 1812, Louisiana retained its 
uniqueness as a civil law jurisdic-
tion, basing its Civil Code in large 
measure on France’s Code du 
Napoleon.

 Much has changed since we first 
occupied this building in the early 
1900’s. As a society, we have come 
to realize that the fairness and 
credibility of our justice system 
requires that judges and officers 
of our courts are reflective of the 
society we live in; that judicial 
decision-making be enriched by 
including a variety of voices and 
perspectives.

 I am proud to say that we are 
a diverse group. The Louisiana 
Supreme Court has three female 
Justices. In 1992, Justice Catherine 
D. “Kitty” Kimball was the first 

woman elected to the Court, and 
will one day succeed me, making 
her the first female Chief Justice. 
Also serving on the Court are 
Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, 
the first African-American woman 
elected to the Court, and Justice 
Jeannette Theriot Knoll. Retired 
Justice Revius Ortique was the first 
African-American justice elected to 
serve on the Supreme Court.

 In commemoration of the 
courthouse’s dedication it is my 
intention to see that a permanent 
exhibit be created and maintained 
in the Louisiana Law Library to 
recognize the accomplishments and 
contributions of female and minor-
ity justices and judges as well as 
the remarkable achievements and 
milestones of all the women and 
minorities who pioneered diver-
sity in our state’s law schools, bar 
associations, jury system, and the 
judiciary.

 It was with a sense of history, 
purpose, and pride in our legal her-
itage that we dedicated this build-
ing. To quote the words spoken 
by Henry Plauché Dart at the Cor-
nerstone Ceremony of 1908: “We 
should enter these doors with lifted 
souls and pure hearts, offering in 
our lives a guarantee to our times 
that we are as strong in the true 
faith as is this unbending marble; 
that we too are consecrate, as this 
building is, to exact justice, to high 
trust, and to unfailing integrity.”

In 2004, the Supreme Court 
progressed in its efforts to improve 
the administration of justice in our 
state. We continued to seek out 
and discipline inappropriate and 
unethical conduct of both attor-
neys and state judges. Our Judicial 
Campaign Oversight Committee 

has been effective in improving 
the tenor of judicial campaigns. 
Our Drug Court and Children and 
Families programs are expanding 
and serving more people every year. 
We have also seen real progress 
in reforming our juvenile justice 
system. The following pages of 
this 2004 Annual Report include 
further information on these, and 
many other, judicial reforms.

I have the distinct pleasure of 
submitting to the Supreme Court 
of Louisiana, to the Board of 
Governors of the Louisiana State 
Bar Association, to the citizens of 
Louisiana, and to other interested 
parties the Annual Report of the 
Supreme Court of Louisiana for 
2004, including the reports of 
the Judicial Council, the Judicial 
Administrator’s Office, the Clerk 
of Court, the Law Library of Loui-
siana, the Louisiana Judicial Col-
lege, and the Judiciary Commission 
of Louisiana, as well as statistical 
information on the State judiciary 
reflecting the work of the past year. 
The report also includes informa-
tion from the Bar Admissions Com-
mittee and the Louisiana Attorney 
Disciplinary Board, entities that 
operate under the auspices of the 
Supreme Court. I congratulate and 
thank all who were involved in our 
continuing efforts throughout 2004 
to improve judicial administration.

Pascal F. Calogero, Jr.
Chief Justice
Louisiana Supreme Court

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF JUSTICE

Annual Report 2004 • S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A



4 JUDICIAL COUNCIL & JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE

 The Court administers approxi-
mately $12 million in funds and 
services for 34 drug courts around 
the state which serve some 2,800 
clients a month. 

 The Supreme Court Drug Court 
Office is responsible for managing 
drug court funding. It has devel-
oped standards for local programs, 
a statewide case management sys-
tem, and fiscal and programmatic 
oversight protocols which all work 
together to ensure accountability 
and promote best practices. In 
2004, the office and its staff built 
stronger relationships with internal 
and external partners, including 
local drug court judges and treat-
ment staff, the state Department 
of Health and Hospitals and the 
Department of Social Services.  
It also addressed local drug court 
budget, updated its local program 
monitoring and evaluation efforts 
issues and developed strategies for 
enhancing its case management 
software.

The staff also made significant 
progress in many areas of continu-
ing focus including supporting 
drug courts, addressing key issues 
and communicating best practices 
about them, focusing on children 
and families, protecting our citi-
zens, and implementing the latest 
technology management tools.

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE

The Community Relations Depart-
ment had the massive job of 
planning and coordinating the 
Louisiana Supreme Court Dedica-
tion Ceremony on Oct. 2, as well 
as producing related events, print 
materials, and video programming. 
The celebration was an appropriate 
culmination of 20 years of work  
with leaders all over Louisiana, 
many of whom came to the Court 
Building steps for this special event. 
The staff also worked with Attorney 
General Charles C. Foti, Jr. on 
the production of a video on the 
Louisiana Supreme Court, called 
“Guardian of Our Rights,” that 
will be distributed widely as an 

educational tool. And they serve 
as the Court’s public face, reaching 
out to our new neighbors to estab-
lish our community presence in 
the French Quarter. Thanks to our 
very visible new location, the Com-
munity Relations department also 
coordinates an increasing number 
of Court tours for businesses, 
schools, judges, and legal and civic 
organizations.

 Of course, the entire staff was 
involved in the move. One detail 
speaks volumes—almost five decades 
of files were transferred from 301 
Loyola Avenue to 400 Royal Street 
with nothing lost or misplaced.

DRUG TREATMENT COURTS

Drug treatment courts are designed 
to reduce the incidence of alcohol 
and drug abuse addiction, as well 
as those crimes committed as a 
result of addiction, by using sanc-
tions and incentives to encourage 
sobriety and pro-social behaviors. 
Non-violent drug offenders partici-
pate for at least a year and must 
stay clean and sober for at least 
four months pre-graduation.

The Judicial Administrator’s Office is the 

managerial arm of the Louisiana Supreme 

Court, serving as fiscal agent and staffing 

the Judicial Council and court-appointed task 

forces and committees. Much effort in 2004 

was devoted to assuring a successful move to 

400 Royal Street and planning and carrying out 

a fitting celebration to mark the Court’s return to 

its historic architectural roots.

2004 :  A  YEAR  IN  REV I EW

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A  • Annual Report 2004
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event at the Louisiana Children’s 
Museum. A ceremony there  
formally finalized the adoptions  
of five local children in foster care, 
and celebrated families whose lives 
have been touched by the adoption 
of a foster child.

 Through the Families in Need 
of Services Assistance Program 
(FINSAP), a part of the Children 
and Families Division, the Judicial 
Administrator’s Office also man-
ages funds provided by the state 
legislature to facilitate interagency 
provision of social services to at-
risk children and families, often 
preventing the need for formal 
court intervention. In 2004, the  
55 FINS offices in 41 judicial dis-
tricts across the state served over 
12,000 families, an increase of 
37% from 2003.

BEST PRACTICES

In 2004, the Court worked to  
communicate best practices on  
several issues and to develop  
them in several other areas. The 
Guidelines for the Best Practices  
in Self-Representation Litigation 
Assistance outlined responsibili-
ties of various sectors of the legal 
system and included information 
on ways technology can aid in the 
effort. Guidelines for Best Practices 
in Delay Reduction and Case  
Management explored causes 
of delay, effective case manage-
ment techniques, aspirational time 
standards, alternative dispute 
resolution, jury management, and 
information on calendaring and 
docketing systems. Both reports 
are available at www.lasc.org/la-
judicial-ethics/judicial-council.asp.

 Other best-practices efforts 
include: 
• the financing and initiation of the 
juvenile offender information inte-
grated component of the Juvenile 
Justice Information System (IJJIS) 
• development and implementation 
of new court cost guidelines 
• development of guidelines  
and criteria for new city/parish 
court judgeships and criteria for 
hearing officers and other non- 
judicial officers 
• development of information rel-
evant to indigent defense reform 
• continuing implementation of the 
Judicial Budget and Performance 
Accountability Program (Strate-
gic Plans for the Supreme Court, 
the Courts of Appeal, the District 
Courts, and the City and Parish 
Courts; Operational Planning and 
Implementation; Reporting of Key 
Performance Indicators; Annual 
Performance Reporting; and 
Annual Performance Auditing).

The Court’s Human Resource 
Department addressed best prac-
tices in the area of language inter-
preters, gathering information on 
needs, identifying the two major 
languages (Spanish and Vietnam-
ese) for which a court in New 
Orleans is most likely to require an 
interpreter, and building capacity to 
contract interpreters as needed.

FAMILIES AND CHILDREN

The Court’s Children and Fami-
lies Division, which focuses on 
improving the justice system for 
children and families in Louisiana, 
was active in many juvenile justice 
reform initiatives in 2004. Several 
were carried out under the aus-
pices of the Court Improvement 
Program (CIP), a federally funded 
initiative for improving the adjudi-
cation of child abuse and neglect in 
the state.
• CIP co-sponsored the third 
annual “Together We Can” confer-
ence, involving over 300 child  
welfare professionals including 
social workers, Court-Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA) repre-
sentatives, attorneys, judges, and 
administrators.
• Staff are working with the court-
appointed Task Force to Study the 
Specialization of Family and Juve-
nile Courts and the legislative Task 
Force on Legal Representation in 
Child Protection Proceedings.
• CIP staff are helping to establish 
attorney standards for representa-
tion in child-in-need-of-care cases.
• CIP is spearheading an effort to 
find permanent funding in  
order to continue and to expand 
the pilot Dependency Mediation 
programs in Orleans and Jefferson 
Juvenile Courts.
• Development continues on a 
Web-based part of the Integrated 
Juvenile Justice Information Sys-
tem (IJJIS) that will enhance local 
court administration, case manage-
ment, and data sharing and report-
ing capabilities.

On Nov. 20, the Children and 
Families Division and the Orleans 
Parish Juvenile Court judges coor-
dinated a National Adoption Day 

1935

After having been allowed 

to deteriorate for several 

years, the building is con-

demned. However, the 

Supreme Court will stay 

for another 23 years. 

Annual Report 2004 • S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A



6 JUDICIAL COUNCIL & JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE

LPOR & CMIS

The Louisiana Protective Order 
Registry (LPOR), operating under 
the auspices of the Court Manage-
ment Information System (CMIS), 
is a statewide repository for civil 
and criminal orders of protection 
intended to prohibit domestic abuse 
and dating violence. Orders are avail-
able to law enforcement agencies 
and the courts on a 24-hour basis. 
As of December 31, 2004, there 
were 109,318 orders in the registry. 
Of this total approximately 72% of 
the orders were civil and 28% of the 
orders were criminal. To extend its 
resources to its users, LPOR provides 
technical assistance, maintains a Web 
site at www.lpor.org and conducts 
seminars across the state.

CMIS continues to collect and 
store criminal dispositions from 
district courts around the state. 
In addition, CMIS has developed 
an interface to be used by the FBI 

National Instant Check System 
(NICS). The FBI/NICS program uses 
disposition information from the 
CMIS repository along with other 
information to approve/deny firearm 
purchases.

CMIS is also working on the col-
lection of traffic dispositions. This 
traffic project currently has 42 courts 
(32 district, 8 city, and 2 mayor’s 
courts) that have agreed to partici-
pate. Twenty-eight of these courts 
are already transmitting traffic data 
to CMIS. After being error checked, 
files are then placed on a server, 
retrieved by OMV, and attached to 
official driver history records. Process 
takes approximately five days and 
eliminates the need for paper report-
ing of traffic violations to OMV.

The relocation to Royal Street was 
accomplished by the hard work and 
dedication of a team of CMIS and 
JAO staff members. The CMIS staff 
verified all computer and telephone 

connections and built a new network 
infrastructure. Some CMIS and JAO 
were relocated during the week nights 
and then the remaining JAO staff, com-
puters, servers and network equipment 
were moved on a Friday night. The 
CMIS team worked the entire weekend 
to install, connect and verify that all 
equipment—computers, servers, printers 
and fax machines were operational by 
Sunday afternoon, with the office ready 
for normal business Monday morning.

JUDICIAL BUDGET

Louisiana does not have a unified state 
court funding system. The operations 
of district, parish, and city courts are 
primarily funded by local governments 
in Louisiana. An annual legislative 
appropriation funds the operations of 
the Louisiana Supreme Court, the five 
circuit courts of appeal, and the sala-
ries of Supreme Court justices, judges 
of the courts of appeal, and judges of 
the district courts, including family and 
juvenile courts. The state also funds a 
portion of the salaries of the judges of 
the parish and city courts, and the com-
pensation of retired judges and ad hoc 
judges serving on a temporary basis. The 
Judicial Budgetary Control Board, cre-
ated in 1977 to establish rules and regu-
lations to govern the expenditures of all 
funds appropriated by the legislature to 
the judiciary, presents a budget request 
to the Louisiana Supreme Court for 
approval prior to each legislative session. 
The Louisiana Supreme Court then pres-
ents the request to the Louisiana Leg-
islature. In 2004, 0.55% of the state’s 
general fund was appropriated to defray 
the expenses of the state judiciary.

LOUISIANA STATE BUDGET 2003–2004

31.37% 
Department  
of Education

31.41%
Department  
of Health & 
Hospitals

4.52% Department  
of Social Services

0.55%
JUDICIARY 

2.71%  
Executive 
Department

2.06%
Transportation  
and Development

1.51%
Elected
Officials

1.62% 
Department of 
Public Safety

2.12% Department  
of Corrections

4.76%  
Capital Outlay

17.38% All Others

Total State Budget:
$20,271,826,813

Judiciary Budget:
$112,047,619

During 2004, the Court Management Information System dis-

bursed $245,883, more than 90% of it in federal funding, to 

courts statewide to support new technology and equipment.

1957

The City of New Orleans 

sells the building to the Loui-

siana Department of Wildlife 

& Fisheries for $1.1 million.
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Both budgetary and space consid-
erations necessitated hard decisions 
about which print titles to continue 
supplementing and which new 
digital products to acquire through 
license agreements. Licensed ser-
vices such as LLMC Digital, which 
includes many older primary Ameri-
can and foreign resources, and Hein 
Online, a database of periodical 
articles, enable the library to provide 
cost-effective, space-saving access to 
huge bodies of material. One partic-
ularly significant new online acquisi-
tion is the LexisNexis U.S. Serial Set 
Digital Collection, comprising the 
reports and documents of Congress 
from 1789 to 1969 in a searchable 
format. Nevertheless, the libraries 
print collection grows relentlessly, 
with 6,447 volumes added, includ-
ing 288 new titles. 

Our beautiful and historically 
interesting surroundings attract 
visitors from near and far. Hosting 
tour groups of everyone from Cub 
Scouts and junior high classes to 
Federal Bar members and French 
Quarter tour guides is a regular 
part of the schedule. To prepare 
for “tour talks” and exhibits, staff 
members are involved in histori-
cal research to learn more about 
the people, places, and books that 
constitute Louisiana’s legal history. 
With assistance of an Advisory 
Board, planning has begun for 
2005 sesquicentennial celebrations.

 The courthouse dedication 
inspired the staff to create infor-
mational materials for the guests 
and future visitors to the building. 
Operations Manager Jason Kruppa 
designed and took photographs 
for a booklet on the history of the 
court and the building, written by 
Janice Shull, Head Technical Ser-
vices, and Carol Billings, Library 
Director. Shull also prepared a 
guide identifying the justices in 
the court’s portrait collection and 
installed an exhibit on the build-
ing’s history. 

In honor of the dedication 
speaker, U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, 
Georgia Chadwick, Collection 
Development and Documents 
Librarian, arranged a large exhibit 
on the justice’s life and writings.

Because the space assigned the 
library in the renovated courthouse 
is very differently configured from 
that at the Loyola Avenue building, 
the Technical Services staff spent 
many months inventorying, analyz-
ing, and winnowing the collection. 
Duplicates and unused volumes 
were offered first to Louisiana 
libraries and then to out-of-state 
institutions. Others were sold to 
attorneys. The Rare Book Room 
houses several thousand valuable 
volumes in a convenient, protected 
environment that facilitates appre-
ciation and research. Four stack 
areas include adjacent carrels and 
tables for study. Ten computer ter-
minals provide free public access 
to the library’s online catalog, the 
Internet, the Legal trac periodical 
index, and digital research services.

T he Law Library of Louisiana’s 150th year 

was a blend of tradition and innovation.  

Planning, coordinating, and physically accom-

plishing the relocation of more than 120,000 

volumes to the renovated courthouse in the 

French Quarter combined with the processes 

of settling in—adjusting procedures, acquiring 

new equipment, and introducing improved ser-

vices made possible by the new facilities.

SHOWC AS IN G THE  OLD  AND  THE  NEW

1962

The U.S. Court of Appeals, 

Fifth Circuit, leased space in 

the building until 1972. The 

U.S. District Court for the 

Eastern District of Louisiana 

leased space until 1976. 

Annual Report 2004 • S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A



8

In 2004 sessions sponsored by  
the Judicial College, areas of  
focus included:

2004 CITY AND JUVENILE 
JUDGES MEETING

•  Recent Developments in Juvenile 
Justice Jurisprudence and Statu-
tory Law

•  Right to Counsel in Juvenile 
Court Matters – Legislative 
Proposals, United States  
Department of Justice  
Investigation, and Waiver of  
Counsel Issues

•  An Update from the Louisiana 
Department of Special Education

•  Roundtable Discussions with 
City Judges and Clerks

2004 JOINT LOUISIANA/ 
MISSISSIPPI MEETING

•  Blackstone on Liberty and  
Judicial Power

•  Montesquieu: Separation  
of Powers between Judges  
and Legislators

• Science and the Law

2004 ANNUAL EVIDENCE  
AND PROCEDURE SEMINAR

•  Evidentiary and Procedural  
Problems Arising in Tort and 
First Degree Murder Cases

•  Capital Bench Book  
Project – Using the Capital 
Bench Book

2004 SPRING JUDGES 
CONFERENCE

•   Case Flow Management and 
Delay Reduction

•   Handling Domestic Relations 
Cases

•   Recent Developments in  
Criminal Law and Procedure

•   EyeWitness Perception and 
Memory – Identification Studies

•   Guidelines on Interdiction  
Procedures

2004 SUMMER SCHOOL  
FOR JUDGES

•   Trials of the Century: Why Are 
They Famous? What Can  
We Learn?

•   Personalities and Philosophies 
of the Justices of the Supreme 
Court of the United States

• Domestic and Elder Abuse
•  Judicial Outreach Programs
•  Judicial Ethics
•  ABA Recommendations to Mod-

ify the Code of Judicial Conduct: 
The View from the Bench

•  Recent Developments in Civil 
Procedure, Torts and Evidence

•  Collaborative Divorce Theory
•  Summary Judgments
•  Appellate Judges Panel
•  City Judges Panel

2004 ANNUAL  
FALL CONFERENCE

•  The Economics of Liability 
Rules: Products Liability

•  Annual Colloquium on Recent 
Developments in Civil Law and 
Procedure

2004 ANNUAL TORTS SEMINAR

•  Selected Topics in Torts
•  Internet Law and Electronic  

Privacy
• Ethics
• Professionalism
•  Unique Problems and Cases in 

Employment Law – National and 
Louisiana Perspectives

•  Recent Developments in  
Louisiana Torts

T opics including recent developments in juvenile law, tort law, civil law, criminal law, interdiction 

procedures, evidentiary/procedural issues in tort and first-degree murder cases, waiver of coun-

sel, eyewitness perception and memory, and domestic and elder abuse were among the highlights of 

continuing legal education programs sponsored by the Judicial College in 2004 for Louisiana’s judges. 

Over 900 members of the judiciary took part in sessions, which featured some 100 speakers. The Col-

lege continued to issue its Criminal Law Newsletter and, in cooperation with the Louisiana District Judges 

Association, published the Louisiana Capital Crimes Bench Book.

EDUC AT IN G THE  JUD IC IARY

LOUISIANA JUDICIAL COLLEGE
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9COMMITTEE ON BAR ADMISSIONS

The examination is conducted 
by the Committee on Bar Admis-
sions, 15 active members of the 
Louisiana State Bar Association 
appointed by the Supreme Court 
of Louisiana. Committee members 
are assisted by 450 volunteer Assis-
tant Examiners.

 In December 2004, Daniel A. 
Webb retired after four years as 
Chair of the Committee on Bar 
Admissions and Harry J. “Skip” 
Phillips retired after four years as 
Director of Character and Fitness. 
Among improvements during their 
tenure were implementing the Law 
Student Registration Program, 
installing a bar-code tracking sys-
tem for exams, allowing applicants 
to review their failing exams and 

compare their answers to represen-
tative good answers, and enabling 
applicants to take the exam on lap-
top computers.

 Scott T. Whittaker, former 
Director of Testing, is the new 
Chairman; Richard A. Goins, for-
mer Examiner (Louisiana Code of 
Civil Procedure) is the Director of 
Character and Fitness, and Billy 
J. Domingue, former Examiner 
(Code III), is the new Director of 
Testing. Joining the Committee in 
2004 were Examiners L. David 
Cromwell (Code III) and Robert E. 
Landry (Louisiana Code of Civil 
Procedure).

 During 2004, the Testing Com-
mittee concluded its analysis of the 
bar exam content, structure, and 

procedure and began a dialogue 
with the Court regarding six pos-
sible bar exam improvements: 
• restructuring to shift from tra-
ditional categories of substantive 
law and procedure toward legal 
practice 
• adding the Multi-State Perfor-
mance Test 
• including the Louisiana Code of 
Professional Responsibility in the 
exam’s essay portion, in addition 
to or in lieu of testing professional 
responsibility through the MPRE 
• continuing to give greater weight 
to the exam’s “Code” sections 
• reporting one numerical score 
combining the scores of the indi-
vidual exams 
• mandating that all applicants 
be required to take the entire Bar 
Exam, thereby eliminating the 
“conditional failure” that is cur-
rently allowed.

In 2004, the Testing Committee concluded its analysis of bar 

exam content, structure and procedure, consulted with law 

schools, and began a dialogue with the Court regarding six  

possible bar exam improvements. Final recommendations are 

expected during 2005.

I n 2004, the Committee administered exams during the weeks of 

February 9 and July 26. Both exam sessions had a passage rate 

of 65%, compared to an average nationwide pass rate of 55% for 

February and 68% for July. Justice Jeannette Theriot Knoll addressed 

202 new attorneys on April 16 during admission ceremonies; Jus-

tice John L. Weimer did the honors on October 15, when 467 new 

attorneys were admitted.

BAR  ADM ISS IONS  L EADERSH I P  SEES  C HAN GE

1981

 Leaks, vandalism, and 

neglect plague the vacant 

building. Rumored uses 

include a casino, an opera 

house, a tourist center,  

and a shopping arcade.
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10 OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

Of the 3,171 writ application  
cases decided, 85 (2.7%) were 
granted for argument; 118 (3.7%) 
were granted with order; 2,866 
(90.4%) were denied; and 102 
(3.2%) were dismissed or not  
considered.

 Civil applications from court 
of appeal opinions dropped 14%, 
from 897 in 2003 to 790 in 2004; 
criminal pro se applications like-
wise decreased by 12% from 
1,131 in 2003 to 1007 in 2004. 
Criminal appeals (capital cases or 
cases where a statute has been held 
unconstitutional) dropped in 2004 
after more than doubling in 2003. 
Eight criminal appeals were lodged 
in 2004, compared to eleven in 
2003. Attorney discipline filings 
rose slightly from 109 in 2003 to 
113 in 2004, while other bar mat-
ter filings increased from 104 in 
2003 to 116 in 2004.

The duties of the Office of 
the Clerk of Court include filing 
and preparing all pleadings and 
documents for consideration by 
the Court, communicating and dis-
tributing all Court actions, main-
taining records from the Court’s 
inception, maintaining the attorney 

bar rolls including the 
admission and licens-
ing of new attorneys, 
providing security, and 
supporting justices and 
staff. This office oper-
ates with a budget of 
$6.3 million.

TECHNOLOGY ON 
THE BENCH

With the move to the 
renovated building, 
a court-wide instant 
messaging system was 
installed, allowing all 
staff members to com-
municate with each 
other in real time. This 
feature was extended 
to the bench, via secure wireless 
connections, allowing the Justices 
to use tablet PCs to communicate 
with their law clerks and staff 
while hearing oral arguments. This 
technology was taken to another 
level when the court began live 
video and audio streaming of 
courtroom sessions to all staff PCs, 
giving law clerks the ability to view 
the proceedings from their desks 
and to provide the Justices with 

real-time legal research materials 
while the arguments are taking 
place. This essentially puts the Jus-
tices’ staffs and their tools on the 
bench with the Justice.

A new wireless network was 
installed in the library to serve 
users with WiFi-capable laptops in 
addition to the internet access via 
the Courts’ PCs. Four new Legal 
Research patron terminals were 
also added, providing the public 
more access to legal tools.

I n 2004, the Court disposed of a total of 3,470 cases, 

an increase of 14% over 2003. Filings dropped 9% 

from 3,550 in 2003 to a six-year low of 3,228. 

The Court conducted two formal bar admission

ceremonies, admitting 669 attorneys to practice law in  

2004, an increase from the 541 attorneys admitted in 2003.

SUPPORT IN G THE  COURT
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11LOUISIANA ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY BOARD

2004 can best be characterized as 
a year of transition for the Court’s 
lawyer regulatory agency. Effec-
tive March 1, 2004, the Supreme 
Court’s agency received amended 
Rules of Professional Conduct 
from the Court setting the stan-
dards for lawyer ethics.

 To bring awareness and under-
standing of Louisiana’s ethics rules 
to members of the profession, the 
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary 
Board again sponsored free con-
tinuing education seminars around 
the state. While the focus remained 
on issues often confronting the solo 
or small-firm practitioner, the 2004 
offering included a comprehensive 
review of the amended Rules and 
how attorneys must adapt their 
practices to comply with them. 
The Board remains committed to 
the principle that education and 
awareness are critical components 
of regulating the legal profession.

The Office of Disciplinary Coun-
sel (ODC), the investigative and 
prosecutorial arm of the agency, 

mailed out 4,078 complaint forms 
to those who requested them. In 
2004, 3,234 written complaints 
were received, a number which has 
remained nearly constant over the 
last several years.

In a previously announced trial 
program, the ODC initiated an 
effort to “screen out” minor mis-
conduct matters for referral to the 
Bar Association-sponsored diver-
sion program. While in prior years 
such annual referrals averaged 
approximately 200, during 2004 
diversion referrals totaled 626. 
Only 69 such referrals to diver-
sion were returned as failed efforts 
reflecting a nearly 90% success 
rate. Not only were lawyers who 
were accused of minor misconduct 
addressed outside of the formal 
disciplinary structure, but the 
resources of the disciplinary  
agency were also allowed to focus 
upon more serious allegations of 
misconduct which harm the public 
and the profession.

The disciplinary system con-
tinued to aggressively investigate 
and prosecute cases of serious 
misconduct resulting in 13 pub-
lic reprimands, 8 probations, 32 
suspensions, 10 disbarments, 9 
permanent disbarments, and 12 
permanent resignations in lieu of 
discipline.

As part of the Supreme Court’s 
original jurisdiction to regulate 
the practice of law, the Louisiana 
Attorney Disciplinary Board and 
its Office of Disciplinary Coun-
sel remain committed to proper 
enforcement of the Rules of Profes-
sional Conduct for the protection 
of the public, the advancement of 
the legal profession, and to ensure 
confidence in our system of justice.

Amended Rules of Professional Conduct expanded, defined, and clarified existing  

standards of ethical behavior, making them more relevant and responsive to the legal  

marketplace in the 21st century. 

A  R ENEWED  FOCUS  ON ETH ICS

1991

The building  

is the courtroom setting 

for the Clay Shaw trial in 

Oliver Stone’s controver-

sial movie “JFK.”
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12 JUDICIARY COMMISSION OF LOUISIANA

In addition to their review of com-
plaints about judicial behavior, the 
Commission members endeavor 
to inform the judiciary about 
proper applications of the Canons 
of the Code of Judicial Conduct 
and the ethical limitations placed 
upon judges, both profession-
ally and personally. Commission 
members serve without pay but 

receive reimbursement for expenses 
incurred in attending to Commis-
sion business. Its members also act 
as case managers who attend status 
conferences and other meetings in 
connection with cases before the 
Commission. During 2004, the 
Commission convened nine meet-
ings, requiring 16 days of business.

POWERS

On recommendation of the Judi-
ciary Commission, the Supreme 
Court may censure, suspend with 
or without salary, remove from 
office, or involuntarily retire 
a judge. Sanctionable offenses 
include willful misconduct relat-
ing to his or her official duty, 
willful and persistent failure to 
perform his or her duty, persistent 
and public conduct prejudicial to 
the administration of justice that 
brings the judicial office into dis-
repute, and conduct while in office 
which would constitute a felony or 
conviction of a felony.

On recommendation of the Judi-
ciary Commission, the Supreme 
Court may disqualify a judge from 
exercising any judicial function, 
without loss of salary, during pen-
dency of disciplinary proceedings 
in the Supreme Court.

On recommendation of the Judi-
ciary Commission, the Supreme 
Court may involuntarily retire a 
judge for disability that seriously 
interferes with the performance of 
his or her duties and that is or is 
likely to become permanent.

The Commission’s jurisdiction 
includes justices and judges of all 
courts of this state, including com-
missioners, magistrates, justices 
of the peace, referees, special mas-
ters, judicially appointed hearing 
officers, and mayors who perform 
judicial functions.

The Judiciary Commission of Louisiana is a nine-member constitutional body, empowered to review 

allegations of judicial misconduct and to recommend to the Supreme Court that a judge be sanc-

tioned when misconduct is proven by clear and convincing evidence.

J UD IC IARY  COMMISS ION OF  LOU IS IANA
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2004 ACTIVITY

The Judiciary Commission of  
Louisiana received and docketed 
579 complaints against judges 
and justices of the peace in 2004. 
In addition, 256 complaints 
filed prior to 2004 were pending 
December 31, 2004.

Complaints are received from 
litigants, non-litigant citizens, 
attorneys, judges, non-judicial 
state/parish/city employees, non-
judicial public officials, and anony-
mous sources. Some complaints 
are referred to the Commission by 
the Louisiana Attorney Disciplin-
ary Board, and the Commission is 
authorized to review matters on 
its own motion, which may come 
from media reports of alleged judi-
cial misconduct.

In 2004, the Commission’s 
Office of Special Counsel received 
over 756 requests for informa-
tion, and the Commission Office 
received more than 250 requests.

Of the 579 complaints filed 
and docketed in 2004, 454 were 
screened out as not within the 
jurisdiction of the Commission, 
or without merit or sufficient cor-
roborating evidence. The remain-
ing 125 cases were reviewed to 
consider the need for investigation. 
During 2004, 54 of these cases 
required in-depth investigation.

In 2004, the Commission filed 
18 formal charges against 14 
judges and justices of the peace. 
Two judicial officers, against 
whom formal charges were filed 
in 2004, resigned after filing of 
formal charges. In 2004, four 
matters for which formal charges 
were filed were resolved through 
Deferred Recommendation of 
Discipline Agreements concerning 

charges filed prior to 2004. Formal 
hearings were conducted in three 
cases. In one case, filed in 2003, 
the Commission dismissed the 
Formal Charges prior to a hearing. 
Four charges in another case, filed 
in 2000 and 2001, were dismissed 
after hearing. There were no cases 
pending before the Commission 
after hearing upon Formal Charges 
at the end of the year.

After formal hearings, the Com-
mission submitted to the Supreme 
Court recommendations for disci-
pline in three cases.

Also, two judges voluntarily 
appeared before the Commission’s 
Cases Under Advisement Sub-
Committee.

During 2004, the Supreme Court 
removed two judges from office. 
The Court also issued one 30-day 
suspension without pay, one 90-
day suspension without pay, and a 
one-year suspension without pay, 
with six months deferred upon 

completion of diversity training. 
The Court also placed one judge 
on interim suspension and disquali-
fied him from exercising judicial 
functions during the pendency of 
further proceedings. As of Decem-
ber 31, 2004, there were two cases 
pending before the Supreme Court.

The Commission had 186  
cases pending as of December 31, 
2004, having disposed of 649 cases 
in 2004.

CONFIDENTIALITY

In accordance with Rule XXIII, 
Section 23 of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court, all documents 
filed, all evidence, and all proceed-
ings before the Commission are 
confidential unless and until the 
Commission files a recommenda-
tion for discipline or retirement 
with the Supreme Court. The 
record filed by the Commission 
with the Supreme Court and 
proceedings before the Supreme 
Court are not confidential. Once a 
recommendation is filed with the 
Supreme Court, it becomes public, 
as is any case before the Court.

COMPLAINTS

Complaints may be made to the 
office of the Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the Commission, Hugh M. 
Collins, Ph.D., 400 Royal Street, 
Suite 1190, New Orleans, LA 
70130, telephone (504) 310-2550. 
Complaints should be in writing 
and should allege judicial miscon-
duct. Dissatisfaction with legal 
rulings, absent judicial miscon-
duct, should be addressed through 
appeal. The Commission is not 
empowered to change a judicial 
ruling of any kind.

JUDICIARY COMMISSION OF LOUISIANA

2005

Membership of the Court 

was enlarged from five 

to seven in 1921. Justices 

today rule from the origi-

nal 1910 bench, modified 

to seat seven. 
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14 COMMITTEES & STAFF

STAFF OF THE JUDICIAL 
ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE

Hugh M. Collins, Ph.D.
Judicial Administrator

Timothy J. Palmatier, JD, MBA, CPA
Chief Deputy Judicial Administrator

Timothy F. Averill, JD, MPA
General Counsel

DEPUTY JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATORS

Chris Andrieu

Rose Marie DiVincenti, CCR, RPR

Anthony J. Gagliano

Scott Griffith, JD

Kären Hallstrom, JD, MSW

Anna Paxton, CCP

Nancy E. Rix, JD

Steven Scheckman, JD

Darryl M. Schultz

Terence Sims, CPA, CFE

Michelle Speaser

Valerie Willard, JD

MEMBERSHIP OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL

Chief Justice Pascal F. Calogero, Jr.
Chair, Supreme Court of Louisiana

Justice Jeannette Theriot Knoll 
Supreme Court of Louisiana

Judge Thomas F. Daley
representing Conference of  
Court of Appeal Judges

Judge Michael E. Kirby
representing Conference of  
Court of Appeal Judges

Judge Mary Hotard Becnel
representing Louisiana  
District Judges Association

Judge Guy Holdridge
representing Louisiana  
District Judges Association

Judge Paul Bonin
representing Louisiana  
City Judges Association

Judge Donald M. Fendlason
representing Louisiana Council of  
Juvenile and Family Court Judges

Judge Ann Murry Keller  
representing Louisiana Council of  
Juvenile and Family Court Judges

Mr. Patrick A. Juneau  
representing Louisiana State Bar Association

Anne P. Birdsong, Esq. 
representing Young Lawyers Section  
of the LSBA

George J. Tate, Esq.
representing Louisiana State Law Institute

Senator Arthur J. Lentini
State Senator

Representative Taylor Townsend
State Representative

Walter Reed, Esq.
representing Louisiana  
District Attorneys Association

Audrey A. McCain, Esq.  
representing Louisiana State  
Bar Association, appointed by  
the Louisiana Supreme Court

Mr. Steve H. Crooks
representing Louisiana  
Clerks of Court Association

Mr. Jeff Simmons
Citizen Representative

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS OF  
JUDICIAL COUNCIL (NON-VOTING)

Justice Catherine D. Kimball
Supreme Court of Louisiana

Justice Jeffrey P. Victory
Supreme Court of Louisiana

Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson
Supreme Court of Louisiana

Justice Chet D. Traylor
Supreme Court of Louisiana

Justice John L. Weimer
Supreme Court of Louisiana

STAFF OF JUDICIAL COUNCIL

Hugh M. Collins, Ph.D.
Judicial Administrator  
Supreme Court of Louisiana

Anthony J. Gagliano
Deputy Judicial Administrator 
Supreme Court of Louisiana

THE LAW LIBRARY OF LOUISIANA STAFF

Carol Billings, MLS
Director, Law Library  
of Louisiana

Catherine Lemann, JD, MLS
Associate Director

Marie Erickson, JD, MLS
Head of Public Services

Janice Shull, MLS
Head of Technical Services

Georgia Chadwick, MLS
Collections Development  
& Documents Librarian

Miriam Childs, MLS
Serials/Preservation Librarian

Gregory Duhé
Library Associate

Ruth Mahoney
Library Associate

Jason Kruppa
Administrative Assistant

ADVISORY BOARD

Judith Gainsburgh,
Chair

David Dalia

Anthony J. Gagliano

Cameron Gamble

T. Jeffery Gregoire

Clayton Joffrion

Rowena Jones

Judge Rosemary Ledet

A.J. Levy

Judge Patricia R. Murray

Margaret Woodward

Valerie Willard

D ozens of people, working together, have made the accomplishments of 2004 possible. Some of 

them are Court staff, some are members of councils and commissions. Their efforts have enabled 

the progress of the Louisiana court system and of justice in the State.

B EH IND  THE  COURTS  SUCCESS
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15COMMITTEES & STAFF

COMMITTEE ON BAR ADMISSIONS

Daniel A. Webb
Chairman

Harry J. Philips, Jr.
Secretary/Director of Character & Fitness

Robert J. David, Jr.
Director of Accommodations

Scott T. Whittaker
Director of Testing

J. Patrick Beauchamp
Examiner—Civil Code I

Judith R. Atkinson
Examiner—Civil Code II

Billy J. Domingue
Examiner—Civil Code III

Richard A. Goins
Examiner—Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure

Lawrence J. Centola, Jr.
Examiner—Torts

Marc Whitfield
Examiner—Business Entities & Negotiable 
Instruments

Judge Piper D. Griffin
Examiner—Constitutional Law

Brian A. Jackson
Examiner—Criminal Law, Procedure & 
Evidence

S. Maurice Hicks
Examiner—Federal Jurisdiction & Procedure

Denise S. Leeper
Bar Admissions Administrator

Kerri K. Johnson
Bar Admissions Assistant

LOUISIANA ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY BOARD

James L. Pate,
Chair

Peter T. Dazzio,
Vice-Chair

Judy Y. Barrasso

Major Reginald R. Brown Sr.

Wanda Anderson Davis

Lev M. Dawson

Dr. Constance C. Dolese

Richard E. Gerard, Jr.

Dennis W. Hennen

Arlene D. Knighten (LSBA Member)

Billy R. Pesnell

Christopher H. Riviere

Joseph R. Ward, Jr.

Jack O. Whitehead, Jr.

LOUISIANA JUDICIAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

CHAIRMAN

Justice Jeffrey P. Victory
Supreme Court of Louisiana

MEMBERS

Judge Gene Thibodeaux
Court of Appeal Third Circuit

Judge Jimmie C. Peters
Court of Appeal Third Circuit

Judge Thomas F. Daley
Court of Appeal Fifth Circuit

Judge Rosemary Ledet
Civil District Court

Judge Phyllis M. Keaty
15th Judicial District Court

Judge Robert H. Morrison, III
21st Judicial District Court

Judge Alvin Batiste
18th Judicial District Court

Judge Kim Stansbury 
City Court of Morgan City

Judge David Matlock
Caddo Parish Juvenile Court

Senator John “Jay” L. Dardenne, Jr.
State Senator

EX-OFFICIO

Hon. Terry Ryder
Executive Counsel to the Governor

Michael W. McKay
President, Louisiana State Bar Association

Judge Felicia Toney Williams
Conference of Court of Appeal Judges

Judge Jerome Barbera
District Court Judges Association

Judge Grace Gasaway
City Court Judges Association

Judge J. P. Mauffray
Juvenile Court Judges Association

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Cheney C. Joseph, Jr.
Baton Rouge

OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

John Tarlton Olivier, JD
Clerk of Court

Jeffrey Charles Collins, JD
Chief Deputy Clerk of Court

Katherine Fontana
2nd Deputy Clerk of Court

Rai Daigle
Deputy Clerk—Front Office

Monique Drake
Deputy Clerk—Bar Rolls & Filings, Orders 
& Minutes, Medical Malpractice & CPA 
Malpractice Panels

Eddie Gonzales
Deputy Clerk—Records Manager & 
Property Manager

Peter Haas
Director of Information Systems

C.B. Wolcott, Jr., CPA
Business Services Manager

Ben Bourgeois
Director of Security

2004 JUDICIARY COMMISSION

Judge Robin M. Giarrusso
Chair

Sen. Donald G. Kelly
Vice Chair

Dr. Paul J. Azar, Jr.

Ms. Madlyn B. Bagneris

Richard L. Edrington, Esq.

Judge Vanessa Guidry-Whipple

Lynnette Hall-Lewis, Esq.

Mr. Donald L. Horton

Judge Benjamin Jones

STAFF OF THE JUDICIARY COMMISSION

Hugh M. Collins, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer

Timothy J. Palmatier
JD, MBA, CPA 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Nancy E. Rix, JD
Commission Legal Counsel

STAFF OF THE OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL

Steven Scheckman, JD, Special Counsel

Mary Whitney, JD, Assistant Special Counsel

THE JUDICIARY COMMISSION OF LOUISIANA, 
CREATED IN 1968 BY AN AMENDMENT  
TO ARTICLE IX, CONSTITUTION OF 1921,  
IS CONTINUED IN EXISTENCE BY ARTICLE V, 
SECTION 25, CONSTITUTION OF 1974.

2004

The light fixtures in the 

building are restored 

originals, as is most of the 

hardware. Two fourth-

floor sofas and several chairs are also 

among original furnishings.
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GUIDE TO LOUISIANA COURTS

FIRST CIRCUIT (BATON ROUGE)

Parishes: Ascension, Assumption, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Lafourche, 
Livingston, Pointe Coupee, St. Helena, St. Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, 
Washington, West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana

Judges  Domicile District

Burrell J. Carter, Chief Judge  Greensburg Third
Frank Foil1  Baton Rouge Second
Vanessa Guidry-Whipple  Bourg First
Randolph H. Parro  Thibodaux First
Brady M. Fitzsimmons1  Covington Third
James E. Kuhn  Ponchatoula Third
John Michael Guidry  Baton Rouge Second
John T. Pettigrew  Houma First
Robert D. Downing  Baton Rouge Second
Edward J. “Jimmy” Gaidry  Bourg First
J. Michael McDonald  Baton Rouge Second
Page McClendon  Mandeville Third
Jefferson D. Hughes2  Walker Third
Jewel E. Welch2  Baton Rouge Second

Clerk of Court: Christine L. Crow Phone: (225) 382 3000

SECOND CIRCUIT (SHREVEPORT)

Parishes: Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Caldwell, Claiborne, DeSoto, East Carroll, Franklin, 
Jackson, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Red River, Richland, Tensas, Union,  
Webster, West Carroll, Winn

Judges  Domicile District

Henry N. Brown, Jr., Chief Judge Bossier City Second
J. Jay Caraway  Bossier City Second
Felicia Toney Williams   Tallulah Third
James E. Stewart, Sr.  Shreveport Third
Gay Caldwell Gaskins  Shreveport Third
Charles B. Peatross  Shreveport Third
Harmon Drew, Jr.  Minden Second
D. Milton Moore, III  Monroe First
John Larry Lolley  Monroe First

 Clerk/Court Administrator: Diana Pratt-Wyatt Phone: (318) 227 3700

Chief Judge  
Burrell J. Carter

Chief Judge  
Henry N. Brown, Jr.

1.  Retired December 31, 2004.
2.  Term of office began January 1, 2005.

T The Guide to Louisiana Courts features a statewide list of 

judges, clerks and administrators—complete with contact 

phone numbers—for Courts of Appeal, District Courts, and City 

and Parish Courts; and maps of electoral districts for the Supreme 

Court, the Courts of Appeal, and District Courts.

GU IDE  TO  LOU IS IANA  COURTS
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Chief Judge  
Joan Bernard Armstrong

Chief Judge  
Ulysses G. Thibodeaux

Chief Judge
Edward A. Dufresne, Jr.

THIRD CIRCUIT (LAKE CHARLES)

Parishes: Acadia, Allen, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Catahoula,  
Concordia, Evangeline, Grant, Iberia, Jefferson Davis, Lafayette, LaSalle, Natchitoches,  
Rapides, Sabine, St. Landry, St. Martin, Vermilion, Vernon

Judges  Domicile District

Ulysses G. Thibodeaux, Chief Judge Lake Charles Second
Sylvia R. Cooks   Lafayette Third
John D. Saunders  Ville Platte First
Billie Colombaro Woodard1  Lake Charles Second
Oswald A. Decuir   New Iberia Third
Jimmie C. Peters  Jena First
Marc T. Amy  Abbeville Third
Michael G. Sullivan  Lafayette Third
Glenn B. Gremillion  Ferriday First
Elizabeth A. Pickett  Many First
Billy H. Ezell  Lake Charles Second
David Painter2  Lake Charles Second
James T. Genovese2  Opelousas Third

Clerk of Court: Kenneth J. deBlanc3 Phone: (337) 433 9403 
 Charles Kelly McNeely4

FOURTH CIRCUIT (NEW ORLEANS)

Parishes: Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard

Judges  Domicile District

Joan Bernard Armstrong, Chief Judge New Orleans First
Charles R. Jones  New Orleans First
Patricia Rivet Murray  New Orleans First
James F. McKay, III  New Orleans At Large
Dennis R. Bagneris, Sr.  New Orleans First
Michael E. Kirby  Empire Second
Terri Fleming Love  New Orleans First
Max N. Tobias, Jr.  New Orleans First
David S. Gorbaty  Chalmette Third
Leon A. Cannizzaro, Jr.  New Orleans First
Edwin A. Lombard  New Orleans First
Roland L. Belsome5  New Orleans At Large

Clerk of Court: Danielle Schott  Phone: (504) 412 6001

FIFTH CIRCUIT (GRETNA)

Parishes: Jefferson, St. Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist  

Judges  Domicile District

Edward A. Dufresne, Jr., Chief Judge Luling Third
Sol Gothard  Metairie First
James L. Cannella  Kenner First
Thomas F. Daley  Laplace Second
Susan M. Chehardy  River Ridge First
Marion F. Edwards  Gretna First
Clarence E. McManus  Metairie First
Walter J. Rothschild  Metairie First

Clerk of Court: Peter J. Fitzgerald, Jr. Phone: (504) 376 1400

1.  Retired December 31, 2004.
2.  Term of office began January 1, 2005.
3.  Retired June 30, 2004.
4.  Appointed - term of office began September 16, 2004.
5.  Term of office began March 25, 2004.
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“We should enter these doors 

with lifted souls and pure 

hearts, offering in our lives a 

guarantee to our times that we 

are as strong in the true faith 

as is this unbending marble; 

that we too are consecrate, as 

this building is, to exact justice, 

to high trust, and to  

unfailing integrity.”

– Lawyer/historian Henry Plauché Dart 

at the1908 Cornerstone Ceremony 

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

FIRST DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Caddo Shreveport G. Loftin (318) 226 6780

Judges   Court Administrator Phone

Robert P. Waddell  Eugene W. Bryson, Jr. (318) 226 6821 
Ramona Emanuel
Scott J. Crichton
Leon L. Emanuel, III
Michael Pitman
B. Woodrow Nesbitt, Jr.
John D. Mosely, Jr.
Jeanette Garrett
Charles R. Scott, Chief Judge
Michael R. Walker
Roy L. Brun

CADDO PARISH JUVENILE COURT

Judges  Parish Seat

David N. Matlock, Chief Judge Shreveport
Paul Young  Clerk of Court Phone  
Vernon Claville  M. Gibson1 (318) 226 6751
  V. Causey2

  Court Administrator Phone
  H. Ted Cox (318) 226 6759

SECOND DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Claiborne Homer J. P. Gladney (318) 927 9601
Jackson Jonesboro A. B. Walsworth (318) 259 2424
Bienville Arcadia J. Martin (318) 263 2123

Judges  

Jenifer Ward Clason, Chief Judge

Jimmy C. Teat
Glenn Fallin

THIRD DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Union Farmerville S. Buckley (318) 368 3055
Lincoln Ruston L. Cook (318) 251 5130

Judges   Court Administrator Phone

Cynthia T. Woodard, Chief Judge Sue Butler (318) 368 9734
R. Wayne Smith
Jay B. McCallum3

FOURTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Morehouse Bastrop C. Jones (318) 281 3343
Ouachita Monroe W. J. Hodge (318) 327 1444

Judges   Court Administrator Phone

Jimmy N. Dimos  Scott F. Kadar (318) 361 2252
Sharon Ingram Marchman
Wilson Rambo
H. Stephens Winters4

Marcus R. Clark3

Wendell Manning
Carl V. Sharp, Chief Judge
Benjamin Jones
Alvin R. Sharp

1.  Resigned June 30, 2004.
2.  Appointed Clerk of Court August 23, 2004.
3.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
4.  Term of office began March 11, 2004.
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“A courthouse is a place 

where we publicly show 

our reverence for the ideals 

embodied in the law. There  

is no mistaking this court-

house for an office buliding. 

The Louisiana Supreme Court 

has now returned to the 

home that was designed  

and built for it nearly a  

century ago.”

– U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra 

Day O’Connor at the dedication of 

the renovated building, 2004

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

FIFTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Franklin Winnsboro A. Johnson (318) 435 5133
Richland Rayville R. N. Haire (318) 728 4171
West Carroll Oak Grove K. Bolding (318) 428 3281

Judges

Glen W. Strong
Glynn D. Roberts
E. Rudolph McIntyre, Jr., Chief Judge

SIXTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Madison Tallulah C. Caldwell (318) 574 0655
East Carroll Lake Providence E. B. Brock (318) 559 2399
Tensas St. Joseph E. L. Sikes (318) 766 3921

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Michael E. Lancaster  Sandra Bishop (318) 574 2635
John D. Crigler, Chief Judge

SEVENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Catahoula Harrisonburg J. T. Payne (318) 744 5497
Concordia Vidalia C. R. Webber, Jr. (318) 336 4204

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Kathy J. Johnson  Yolanda E. McClure (318) 744 5888
Leo Boothe, Chief Judge

EIGHTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Winn Winnfield D. E. Kelley (318) 628 3515

Judge  Court Administrator Phone

Jimmy W. Wiley, Chief Judge  Janice Vail  (318) 628 4596

NINTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Rapides Alexandria C. J. Ryland (318) 473 8153

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Donald T. Johnson  Hope LeFleur Belgard (318) 443 6893
Thomas M. Yeager
F. Rae Swent
W. Ross Foote1

John Davidson2 
B. Dexter Ryland, Chief Judge
George C. Metoyer, Jr.
Harry F. Randow

TENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Natchitoches Natchitoches L. Bernard (318) 352 8152

Judges

Eric R. Harrington, Chief Judge3 
Monty L. Doggett4

Dee Ann Hawthorne5

1.  Retired July 15, 2004.
2.  Term of office began November 19, 2004.
3.  Became Chief Judge June 9, 2004.
4.  Office vacated June 9, 2004.
5.  Term of office began November 29, 2004.
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The Law Library of  

Louisiana’s Public Services 

staff fulfilled hundreds of 

long-distance requests in 

2004. Interlibrary loan 

transactions, carried out by 

Marie Erickson, included 

129 items lent and 92 bor-

rowed for local patrons.  

Ruth Mahoney and law 

student assistants answered 

1,279 requests from  

prison inmates.   

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

1.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
2.  Retired June 30, 2004.
3.  Elected effective July 1, 2004.
4.  Appointed effective July 1, 2004.
5.   Elected to Court of Appeal, Third Circuit  

effective January 1, 2005.
6.  Resigned June 30, 2004.

ELEVENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Sabine Many D. M. Knippers (318) 256 6223
DeSoto Mansfield O. L. Stone, Jr. (318) 872 3110

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Robert E. Burgess1  Judith E. Christian (318) 872 1366
Charles B. Adams
Stephen B. Beasley, Chief Judge

TWELFTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Avoyelles Marksville S. G. Couvillon (318) 253 7523

Judges

Mark Jeansonne
William J. Bennett, Chief Judge

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Evangeline Ville Platte W. Lee (337) 363 5671

Judges

J. Larry Vidrine
Thomas F. Fuselier, Chief Judge

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Calcasieu Lake Charles J. R. Andrus2 (337) 437 3550
  H. L. Jones, II3

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

D. Kent Savoie  W. P. Hastings2 (337) 437 3530
David Painter, Chief Judge5  Denise Savant4

Guy E. Bradberry
Robert L. Wyatt
David Ritchie
Wilford D. Carter, Sr.
G. Michael Canaday1

Alcide J. Gray
Lilynn A. Cutrer

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Acadia Crowley R. Barousse (337) 788 8881
Lafayette Lafayette L. Perret (337) 291 6400
Vermilion Abbeville T. Doré6 (337) 898 1992
  D. M.Broussard3

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

John D. Trahan, Chief Judge  Tina LeMaire (337) 269 5761
Jules D. Edwards, III
J. Byron Hebert
Edward D. Rubin
Herman C. Clause
Glenn P. Everett
Durwood W. Conque
David Blanchet
Thomas R. Duplantier
Kristian Earles
Patrick L. Michot
Marilyn C. Castle
Phyllis Montgomery Keaty
Thomas J. Frederick, Commissioner
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D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

1.  Became Chief Judge October 1, 2004.
2.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
3.  Term of office began October 1, 2004.
4.  Became Chief Judge June 15, 2004.
5.   Elected to Court of Appeal, First Circuit,  

effective January 1, 2005.

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Iberia New Iberia M. Thibodeaux (337) 365 7282
St. Martin St. Martinville A. Blanchard, Sr. (337) 394 2210
St. Mary Franklin C. G. Dressel (337) 828 4100

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Gerard B. Wattigny  Stephanie Richardson (337) 369 4466
Paul J. deMahy
John E. Conery
William D. Hunter
Keith R. J. Comeaux1

Edward M. Leonard, Jr., Chief Judge
Charles L. Porter
Lori A. Landry

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Lafourche Thibodaux V. H. Rodrigue (985) 447 4841

Judges

John E. LeBlanc
Jerome J. Barbera, III, Chief Judge
Walter I. Lanier
A. Bruce Simpson
F. Hugh Larose

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Iberville Plaquemine J. G. Dupont, Jr. (225) 687 5160
W. Baton Rouge Port Allen  M. J. Graffeo (225) 383 0378
Pointe Coupee New Roads L. S. Landry (225) 638 9596

Judges

James J. Best2

J. Robin Free
Alvin Batiste, Jr., Chief Judge
William C. Dupont3

NINETEENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

E. Baton Rouge Baton Rouge D. Welborn (225) 389 3960

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Todd Hernandez  Jo Bruce (225) 389 4744
Donald R. Johnson
Louis R. Daniel4

Janice G. Clark
William A. Morvant
Timothy E. Kelley
Richard D. Anderson
Anthony J. Marabella, Jr.
R. Michael Caldwell, Chief Judge
Curtis A. Calloway
Bonnie F. Jackson
Michael R. Erwin
Kay Bates
Jewel E. Welch, Jr.5

Wilson Fields
John Smart, Commissioner
Rachael Pitcher Morgan, Commissioner

In a feat of technological 

efficiency, 24 servers and 

129 workstation systems 

were taken down, packed, 

moved to the new building 

and set back up within just 

48 hours, allowing court 

staff to go back to work 

upon their return on  

Monday following the  

Friday move.



22

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A  • Annual Report 2004

GUIDE TO LOUISIANA COURTS

In addition to sittings con-

ducted in New Orleans, 

the Court sat at Centenary 

College in Shreveport in 

March, giving citizens in 

northwest Louisiana an 

opportunity to see a day of 

the oral arguments before 

the Supreme Court.  

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

1.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
2.  Resigned June 30, 2004.
3.  Elected effective July 1, 2004.
4.  Retired June 30, 2004.
5.   Elected to Court of Appeal, First Circuit,  

effective January 1, 2005.

FAMILY COURT FOR THE PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE

Judges  Parish Seat

Jennifer Luse, Chief Judge  Baton Rouge
Luke A. LaVergne   Court Administrator Phone
Toni Manning Higginbotham  Ronald L. Bullion (225) 389 4676
Annette M. Lassalle

JUVENILE COURT FOR THE PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE

Judges  Parish Seat

Kathleen Stewart Richey, Chief Judge Baton Rouge
Pamela Taylor Johnson1  Court Administrator Phone
  Donna Carter (225) 354 1215

TWENTIETH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

East Feliciana Clinton D. D. Hudnall (225) 683 5145
West Feliciana St. Francisville M. N. Marchive2 (225) 635 3794
  F. D. Hendl3

Judges

George H. Ware, Jr., Chief Judge
William G. Carmichael

TWENTY–FIRST DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Livingston Livingston T. Sullivan, Jr. (225) 686 2216
Tangipahoa Amite J. J. Dahmer4 (985) 748 4146
  J. E. Dufreche3

St. Helena Greensburg B. A. Gordon (225) 222 4514

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Wayne Ray Chutz  Sara Brumfield (985) 748 9445
Bruce C. Bennett
Robert H. Morrison, III, Chief Judge
M. Douglas Hughes
Brenda Bedsole Ricks
Jefferson D. Hughes, III5

Ernest G. Drake, Jr.
Zorraine M. “Zoey” Waguespack

TWENTY–SECOND DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

St. Tammany Covington M. Prieto (985) 809 8700
Washington Franklinton J. D. Crain (985) 839 4663

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Raymond S. Childress  Robert G. Tyler, Jr. (985) 809 5300
Elaine W. DiMiceli
Patricia T. Hedges
Peter J. Garcia, Chief Judge
William J. Burris
Martin E. Coady
Larry J. Green
Donald M. Fendlason
Reginald T. Badeaux, III
William “Rusty” Knight
James J. Gleason, Commissioner
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On January 12, 2004, 

at the state capitol, Jus-

tice Catherine D. “Kitty” 

Kimball, the first woman 

elected to serve on the 

Louisiana Supreme Court, 

was introduced by Justice-

Bernette J. Johnson, the first 

African-American woman 

elected to serve on the Loui-

siana Supreme Court, to 

administer the oath of office 

to Kathleen B. Blanco, the 

first woman elected gover-

nor of Louisiana. Blanco 

took a second oath of office 

in French, administered by 

Justice Jeannette T. Knoll.

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

1.  Retired June 30, 2004.
2.  Elected effective July 1, 2004.
3.  Retired June 21, 2004.
4.  Appointed - term of office began August 2, 2004.
5.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
6.  Resigned August 31, 2004.
7.  Appointed - term of office began August 28, 2004.

TWENTY–THIRD DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Assumption Napoleonville L. E. Bergeron1 (985) 369 6653
  D. Landry2

Ascension Donaldsonville K. H. Bourque (225) 473 9866
St. James Convent E. E. Kinler, Jr. (225) 562 2270

Judges  Court Administrator/Hearing Officer

Ralph Tureau  Jessie LeBlanc (225) 621 8500
Thomas Kliebert, Jr., Chief Judge 
Guy Holdridge
Pegram J. Mire, Jr.
Alvin Turner, Jr.

TWENTY–FOURTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Jefferson Gretna J. A. Gegenheimer (504) 364 2914

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Joan Benge  Sandra Joaen Smith3 (504) 364 3990
Fredericka H. Wicker  James Dempsey4

Alan J. Green
Robert M. Murphy
Greg Guidry
Patrick J. McCabe
Robert A. Pitre5

Kernan Hand
Jo Ellen Grant
Steve Windhorst
Martha E. Sassone
Charles V. Cusimano, II
Henry G. Sullivan, Jr.
Hans J. Liljeberg
Ross P. LaDart
Melvin C. Zeno, Chief Judge
Caroline R. Kiff, Commissioner
Craig Cimo, Commissioner
Patricia M. Joyce, Commissioner

JEFFERSON PARISH JUVENILE COURT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Jefferson Harvey J. A. Gegenheimer (504) 364 2914

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Ann Murry Keller, Chief Judge Scott Griffith6 (504) 367 3500
Andrea Price Janzen5  Dawn Palermo7 ext. 862
Nancy Amato Konrad

TWENTY–FIFTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Plaquemines Pointe-a-la-Hache S. M. Morel1 (504) 297 5180
  D. M. Lundin2

Judges

Anthony D. Ragusa, Jr.
William A. Roe, Chief Judge
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Courtrooms throughout the 

Supreme Court Building are 

embellished with carved 

fasces and garlands of 

olive leaves. The fasces is 

an ancient Roman symbol 

of civil authority, used to 

maintain order and carry 

out punishment. The origi-

nal fasces consisted of  

an ax protruding from 

a bundle of willow rods 

bound with a red strap

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

TWENTY–SIXTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerks of Court Phone

Bossier Benton J. Carraway  (318) 965 2336
Webster Minden S. S. Frazier1 (318) 371 0366
  H. Vining2

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Dewey E. Burchett, Jr.  Suzanne Stinson (318) 965 2217
Ford E. Stinson, Jr., Chief Judge
Cecil P. Campbell, II3

Jeff Cox4

John M. Robinson
Bruce M. Bolin
Parker Self

TWENTY–SEVENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

St. Landry Opelousas C. R. Jagneaux (337) 942 5606

Judges

James T. Genovese, Chief Judge5

A. Frank McGee, III6

Ellis Daigle7

Alonzo Harris8

Donald W. Hebert

TWENTY–EIGHTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

LaSalle Jena S. H. Crooks (318) 992 2158

Judge   Court Administrator Phone

J.P. Mauffray, Jr., Chief Judge Bobby L. Wilson (318) 992 8391

TWENTY–NINTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

St. Charles Hahnville C. J. Oubre, Jr. (985) 783 6632

Judges  Court Administrator Phone

Emile R. St. Pierre, Chief Judge Jackie Cristina9 (985) 783 3216
Kirk R. Granier10

Robert A. Chaisson

THIRTIETH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Vernon Leesville W. Deon, Jr. (337) 238 1384

Judges

Vernon B. Clark
John C. Ford, Chief Judge
Lester Kees

THIRTY-FIRST DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Jefferson Davis Jennings C. L. Duhon (337) 824 1160 

Judge

Wendell R. Miller, Chief Judge 

1.  Resigned March 15, 2004.
2.  Elected effective November 2, 2004.
3.  Retired June 30, 2004.
4.  Term of office began November 3, 2004.
5.   Elected to Court of Appeal, Third Circuit,  

effective January 1, 2005.
6.  Retired February 28, 2005.
7.  Term of office began March 1, 2005.
8.  Became Chief Judge November 8, 2004.
9.  Appointed - term of office began January 1, 2004.
10.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
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A block of buildings dat-

ing as far back as 1816, 

including the former site of 

Antoine’s Restaurant, was 

demolished to make room for 

the original construction of 

the Supreme Court Building.

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

THIRTY-SECOND DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Terrebonne Houma I. R. Boudreaux (985) 868 5660

Judges   Court Administrator Phone

George J. Larke, Jr.  Walton Dill (985) 873 6589
John R. Walker, Chief Judge
Timothy C. Ellender
David W. Arceneaux1

Randy Bethancourt

THIRTY-THIRD DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Allen Oberlin G. Harrington (337) 639 4351

Judge

Joel G. Davis, Chief Judge
Patricia C. Cole 

THIRTY–FOURTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

St. Bernard Chalmette L. R. Torres (504) 271 3434

Judges

Robert A. Buckley, Chief Judge
Manny Fernandez2

Wayne G. Cresap
Kirk A. Vaughn
Jacques A. Sanborn

THIRTY-FIFTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Grant Colfax J. E. Lemoine (318) 627 3246

Judge   Court Administrator Phone

Allen A. Krake, Chief Judge  Renee Megison (318) 627 3244

THIRTY-SIXTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Beauregard  DeRidder R. L. Nichols (337) 463 8595

Judges

Stuart S. Kay, Jr., Chief Judge  
Herman I. Stewart

THIRTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Caldwell Columbia E. Dunn (318) 649 2272 

Judge  Court Administrator Phone

Don C. Burns, Chief Judge  Marion L. Harrelson (318) 649 6404

THIRTY-EIGHTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Cameron Cameron C. Broussard (337) 775 5316

Judge

H. Ward Fontenot, Chief Judge
1.  Became Chief Judge July 1, 2004.
2.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
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The dedication celebration, 

which was the capstone of 

a 20-year effort to restore 

the Supreme Court Building, 

featured the Franklin Ave-

nue Baptist Church Choir 

singing “America the Beau-

tiful,” and music from the 

U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 

Band. At the ceremony’s 

end, red, white, and blue 

paper streamers were fired 

into the air.

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  O F  L O U I S I A N A

1.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2005.
2.   Elected to Court of Appeal, Fourth Circuit,  

effective March 26, 2004.
3.  Term of office began September 1, 2004.
4.  Term of office began October 22, 2004.
5.  Became Chief Judge January 1, 2004.
6.  Resigned September 3, 2004.
7.  Appointed effective December 10, 2004.
8.  Office vacated June 25, 2004.
9.  Term of office began December 30, 2004.
10.  Retired December 31, 2004.
11.  Term of office began January 1, 2005.

THIRTY-NINTH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

Red River Coushatta S. Shaw (318) 932 6741 

Judge

Lewis O. Sams, Chief Judge

FORTIETH DISTRICT

Parishes Within District Parish Seat Clerk of Court Phone

St. John the Baptist Edgard E. DeFrancesch (985) 497 3331

Judges

Madeline Jasmine1

Mary Hotard Becnel
J. Sterling Snowdy, Chief Judge

ORLEANS PARISH CIVIL DISTRICT COURT

Judges       Division Clerk of Court Phone

Carolyn W. Gill-Jefferson, Chief Judge  A D. N. Atkins  (504) 592 9100
Rosemary Ledet B
Roland L. Belsome2 C Court Administrator Phone
Sidney H. Cates, IV3 C Michelle Rodney (504) 592 9275
Lloyd J. Medley, Jr. D
Madeleine Landrieu E
Yada T. Magee F
Robin Giarrusso G
Michael G. Bagneris  H
Piper Griffin I
Nadine M. Ramsey J
Herbert Cade K
Kern Reese L
Paulette Irons4 M
Ethel Simms Julien1 N

ORLEANS PARISH CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT

Judges        Division Clerk of Court Phone

Charles L. Elloie A K. W. Butler (504) 827 3520
Lynda Van Davis-Jackson B
Benedict J. Willard C Court Administrator Phone
Frank A. Marullo, Jr. D Elizabeth Stogner (504) 827 3400
Calvin Johnson, Chief Judge5 E
Dennis J. Waldron F
Julian Parker G
Camille Buras H
Raymond C. Bigelow I
Darryl Derbigny J
Arthur L. Hunter, Jr. K
Terry Q. Alarcon L
Gerard J. Hansen Magistrate-Judge
Marie Bookman Commissioner
Anthony J. Russo Commissioner
Joseph I. Giarrusso, Jr. Commissioner
Harry E. Cantrell, Jr. Commissioner

ORLEANS PARISH JUVENILE COURT

Judges Division Clerk of Court Phone

Ernestine S. Gray A R. L. Saizan6 (504) 565 7300
C. Hearn Taylor, Chief Judge B G. M Stewart7

Yvonne Hughes8 C Court Administrator Phone 
David Bell9 C M. D. Washington (504) 565 7300 
Lawrence L. Lagarde, Jr. D
Anita H. Ganucheau10 E
Louis F. Douglas11 E
Mark Doherty1 F
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ABBEVILLE  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Vermilion  Ed Broussard M. Hebert (337) 893 1513

ALEXANDRIA  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Rapides  Richard E. Starling, Jr. Millie C. Ezernack (318) 449 5146

ASCENSION PARISH  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Ascension  Marilyn M. Lambert K. Bourque (225) 473 9866

BAKER Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

East Baton Rouge  Mark D. Plaisance D. Pointer (225) 778 1866

BASTROP  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Morehouse  Merwin M. Brandon, Jr. B. Freeman (318) 283 0257

BATON ROUGE  Parish Division Judges Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

East Baton Rouge A Laura P. Davis Lon Norris (225) 389 5279 
 B Trudy M. White  ext. 5 
 C Alex W. Wall, Jr. 
 D Yvette Mansfield Alexander, Admin. Judge 
 E Suzan S. Ponder1

BOGALUSA  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Washington  Robert J. Black A. Seal (985) 732 6204

BOSSIER CITY  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Bossier   Thomas A. Wilson, Jr. Cyndy Gay (318) 741 8587

BREAUX BRIDGE  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

St. Martin  Randy P. Angelle T. Gonsuron  (337) 332 4117

BUNKIE  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Avoyelles  James H. Mixon S. Mose-Thomas (318) 346 7250

CROWLEY  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Acadia  Barrett Harrington L. Nickel (337) 788 4118

DENHAM SPRINGS Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Livingston  Charles W. Borde, Jr. Peggy G. Hoover (225) 665 1253

EUNICE  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

St. Landry  Lynette Young Feucht Cindy Fontenot (337) 457 6535 

FRANKLIN  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

St. Mary  Terry G. Breaux M. K. Mendoza2 (337) 828 3858 
   M. M. Borne (Civil)3 

   L. M. Hines (Criminal)3

HAMMOND  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Tangipahoa  Grace Bennett Gasaway Guy Recotta, Jr. (985) 542 3455

HOUMA  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Terrebonne  Jude T. Fanguy Douglas Holloway4 (985) 868 4232 
    ext. 201

JEANERETTE  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Iberia  Cameron B . Simmons C. Ardizone (337) 276 5603

JEFFERSON PARISH  Division Judges Clerk of Court Phone

Jefferson   J. A. Gegenheimer (504) 367 3500

1st Parish Court A Rebecca M. Olivier Court Administrator 
 B George W. Giacobbe, Senior Judge Beatrice D. Parisi (504) 736 8972

2nd Parish Court A Roy M. Cascio, Senior Judge Court Administrator 
 B Stephen Grefer John Nobles5 (504) 364 2800 
   Darlene Ribando6

1.   Became Administrative Judge  
effective January 1, 2005.

2.  Retired May 31, 2004.
3.  Appointed - term of office began December 1, 2004.
4.  Appointed - term of office began March 1, 2004.

5.  Retired March 17, 2004.
6.  Appointed - term of office began March 22, 2004.
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JENNINGS  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Jefferson Davis  C. Steve Gunnell S. Broussard1 (337) 821 5514 
   P. Gray2

KAPLAN  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Vermilion  Frank LeMoine T. Greene (337) 643 6611

LAFAYETTE  Parish  Judges Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Lafayette   Frances Moran Bouillion, Senior Judge Fay Markham (337) 291 8735 
Douglas J. Saloom

LAKE CHARLES  Parish Division Judges Clerks of Court  Phone

Calcasieu  A Thomas P. Quirk, Senior Judge L. J. Bowes (Civil)3 (337) 491 1564 
 B John S. Hood T. Clements (Criminal)4 (337) 491 1305 
   M. Mendoza (Criminal)5

   Court Administrators 

   Tim Leger3 (337) 491 8699

LEESVILLE  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Vernon  Elvin C. Fontenot, Jr. Glenda F. Dowden (337) 238 1531

MARKSVILLE  Parish  Judge Clerks of Court Phone

Avoyelles  Angelo J. Piazza, III A. Tassin (Civil) (318) 253 7860 
   M. Sprinkle (Criminal) (318) 253 6960

MINDEN  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Webster  John C. Campbell Joan Luck  (318) 377 4308

MONROE  Parish  Judges Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Ouachita   Tammy Lee, Admin. Judge Gladys Nelson Wilson6 (318) 329 2580 
Scott Leehy7 
Daryl Blue

MORGAN CITY  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

St. Mary  Kim P. Stansbury M. Sampey8 (985) 384 2718 
   D. Arceneaux 9

NATCHITOCHES  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Natchitoches  Fred S. Gahagan Rhonda Rogé (318) 352 6666

NEW IBERIA  Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Iberia  Robert L. Segura K. Boudreaux (337) 369 2334

NEW ORLEANS Parish Section Judges Clerk of Court Phone

Orleans

1st City Court A Charles A. Imbornone, Senior Judge E. Hazeur (504) 592 9155 
 B Angelique A. Reed 
 C Sonja M. Spears

2nd City Court  Mary “KK” Norman M. L. Broussard, Jr. (504) 368 4245

Municipal Court A John A. Shea R. E. Lampard (504) 827 5081 
 B Bruce J. McConduit, Senior Judge 
 C Sean P. Early 
 D Paul N. Sens

Traffic Court A Dennis J. Dannel, Senior Judge C. Comarda (504) 827 5056 
 B Robert E. Jones, III 
 C Paul A. Bonin Clerk/Court Administrator 
 D Ronald J. Sholes Louis Ivon (504) 827 5025

OAKDALE Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Allen  Perrell Fuselier Delora Lovejoy (318) 335 1121

1.  Resigned September 14, 2004.
2.   Appointed - term of office began  

September 15, 2004.
3.  Appointed - term of office began May 1, 2004.

4.  Died April 21, 2003.
5.  Appointed - term of office began March 1, 2003.
6.  Resigned February 15, 2005.

7.  Became Administrative Judge effective January 1, 2005.
8.  Retired September 16, 2003.
9.  Appointed - term of office began September 16, 2003.
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OPELOUSAS Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

St. Landry   Kenneth Boagni, Jr. Ronnie Leger (337) 948 2570 

PINEVILLE  Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Rapides   Phillip Terrell Leslie F. Prestridge (318) 449 5656

PLAQUEMINE Parish  Judge Clerks of Court Phone

Iberville   William C. Dupont1 T. Salvadras (Civil)3 (225) 687 7236 
  Michael M. Distefano2 M. Schnebelen (Civil)4 (225) 687 7236 
   A. Williams (Criminal) (225) 687 7236 

   Court Administrator Phone

   Butch Gourgues  (225) 687 7236

PORT ALLEN Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

West Baton Rouge   William T. Kleinpeter T. Rizzuto (225) 346 4702

RAYNE Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Acadia   James M. Cunningham, III Y. W. Salvatierra (337) 334 9677

RUSTON Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Lincoln   Danny W. Tatum Wanda Neeles (318) 251 8614

SHREVEPORT Parish Division Judges Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Caddo  A R. Lee Irvin Virginia Hester (318) 673 5800 
 B Charles W. Kelly, IV, Senior Judge 
 C LaLeshia Walker Alford 
 D Randy E. Collins

SLIDELL Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

St. Tammany  Gary J. Dragon5 Susan Ordoyne (985) 643 1274 
  Jim Lamz6

SPRINGHILL Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Webster  John B. Slattery, Jr. B. Means (318) 539 4213

SULPHUR Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Calcasieu  Charles Schrumpf D. Davis (337) 527 7006

THIBODAUX Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Lafourche  David M. Richard P. Callahan (985) 447 3767

VIDALIA Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Concordia  George C . Murray, Jr. D. Faircloth (318) 336 6255

VILLE PLATTE Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Evangeline  Donald J. Launey, Jr. S. Soileau7 (337) 363 1500 
   J. Fontenot8

WEST MONROE Parish  Judge Clerk/Court Administrator Phone

Ouachita  Jim Norris Charlene Crocker (318) 396 2767

WINNFIELD Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Winn  Jacque D. Derr K. James (318) 628 4844

WINNSBORO Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

Franklin  Ann B. McIntyre G. Stevens (318) 435 4508

ZACHARY Parish  Judge Clerk of Court Phone

East Baton Rouge  Lonny A. Myles S. Hopkins (225) 654 0044

1.   Elected to 18th Judicial District Court  
effective October 1, 2004.

2.  Term of office began March 1, 2005.

3.  Resigned October 15, 2004.
4.   Appointed - term of office began October 15, 2004.
5.  Died May 3, 2004.

6.  Term of office began November 24, 2004.
7.  Resigned February 25, 2004.
8.  Appointed - term of office began June 3, 2004.
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LOUISIANA COURTS  
OF APPEAL CIRCUITS 

LOUISIANA DISTRICT COURTS  
JUDICIAL DISTRICTS 
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LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT DISTRICTS Effective January 1, 1999

Districts 1, 6 & 7 Detail:

Jefferson Parish Precincts in the First Louisiana Supreme Court District are 1-H  
through 9-H; 1-K  through 35-K; 1 through 46; 51 through 108; 115 through 138;  
150 through 155; 157A; 157B; 158; 170; 186; 198 and 199.

Jefferson Parish Precincts in the Sixth Louisiana Supreme Court District are  
1-G1; 1-LA, l-LB; 2-L; 182 through 185; 189 through 197; and 246A through 250.

Jefferson Parish Precincts in the Seventh Louisiana Supreme Court District are  
1-G; 2-G through 11-G; 1-W through 9-W; 156; 171 through 181; 187; 188; 210  
through 217; and 225 through 238.

Orleans Parish Precincts in the First Louisiana Supreme Court District are 3-20;  
4-8 through 4-11; 4-14 through 4-23; 5-13 through 5-18; and 17-17 through 17-21.

The remainder of Orleans Parish Precincts are in the Seventh Louisiana Supreme Court District.
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LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT DISTRICTS

Effective through December 31, 1998
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STATISTICAL DATA

SUPREME COURT

In 2004, there were 3,228 filings  
in the Supreme Court. The filings 
in 2004 were 9.1% lower than in 
2003.

COURTS OF APPEAL 

In 2004, there were 9,498 filings 
in the Louisiana courts of appeal. 
The 2004 filings were 3.2% lower 
than those in 2003. The number of 
opinions rendered per judge aver-
aged 52.7 across the state courts of 
appeal in 2004. The opinions ren-
dered per judge totaled 62.3 in the 
First Circuit, 45.2 in the Second 
Circuit, 57.3 in the Third Circuit, 
39.3 in the Fourth Circuit, and 
47.0 in the Fifth Circuit.

DISTRICT COURTS 

During 2004, there were 741,180 
filings in the district courts, an 
increase of .4% compared with 
2003. Juvenile filings increased  
by 3.6% and criminal filings 
increased by 4.6% over 2003  
numbers. Civil filings fell by 1.6% 
and traffic filings were down by 
3.3% from 2003.

CITY AND PARISH COURTS 

Filings in Louisiana city and  
parish courts decreased by 1.1%, 
from 1,048,750  filings in 2003  
to 1,037,577 filings in 2004.

T he statistical information in this section was compiled from 

data submitted to the Judicial Administrator’s Office by the 

various courts of Louisiana during the calendar year 2004.

S TAT I S T IC A L  OVERV I EW

Trends in the Louisiana  

justice system in 2004 

show slight to moderate

decreases in filings in the 

Supreme Court, the courts 

of appeal and city and 

parish courts. Filings in the 

district courts increased 

slightly, due to larger  

numbers of criminal and 

juvenile filings.

ADDITIONAL STATISTICS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE  
LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT WEB SITE, WWW.LASC.ORG.
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S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A   Two Year Trend in Activity

The Supreme Court has exclusive original jurisdiction in cases involving disciplinary actions against lawyers and judges, 
appellate jurisdiction in capital cases where the death penalty has been imposed and in cases in which a law or ordinance 
has been declared unconstitutional, and supervisory jurisdiction over all courts.

  2003 2004 2004 2004
  Total Total Civil Criminal

APPEALS

Filed 15 20 12 8

Dismissed 0 0 0 0

Opinions Rendered     

 with written opinions 15 9 1 8

 per curiams 1 6 3 3

WRITS

Applications Filed (Except Prisoner Pro Se) 1,929 1,765 1,378 387

Prisoner Pro Se Writs 1,381 1,198 54 1,144

Granted 294 233 119 114

 to be argued 93 85 66 19

 with orders & transferred 201 148 53 95

Dismissed 47 32 27 5

Not Considered 51 69 62 7

Denied 2,644 2,864 1,230 1,634

Opinions Rendered 92 64 48 16

REHEARINGS

Applied for 82 70 50 20

Granted 10 7 5 2

Denied/Dismissed 69 54 37 17

Opinions Rendered 0 0 0 0

ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

Petitions Filed 223 233 233 0

Opinions Rendered 2 5 5 0

Other Actions 164 239 239 0

OTHER MATTERS

Filed 2 12 12 0

Opinions Rendered 0 0 0 0

Other Actions 44 60 39 21

OTHER PER CURIAM OPINIONS RENDERED 212 230 193 37  

TOTAL FILINGS 3,550 3,228 1,689 1,539  

Per Justice 507 461 241 220

TOTAL OPINIONS RENDERED 322 314 250 64  

In 2004, the Louisiana 

Supreme Court rendered 

314 opinions. Appeals 

filed rose by one-third.The 

Court saw an average of 

461 filings per justice,  

52% from civil filings and 

48% from criminal filings. 
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  2003 2004 2004 2004
  Total Total Civil Criminal

FIRST CIRCUIT

Appeals Filed 1,028 1,071 821 250

Motions Filed 47 52 41 11

Writs Filed (except Pro Se) 684 663 497 166

 Writs Refused* 531 575 425 150

 Writs Granted 141 129 96 33

Pro Se Writs Filed 1,196 1,038 272 766

 Pro Se Writs Refused* 1,087 1,007 281 726

 Pro Se Writs Granted 77 80 5 75

Appeals Dismissed/Transferred 154 182 163 19

Consolidated Opinions 47 51 49 2

Opinions Rendered 846 748 555 193

Rehearings Acted Upon** 233 208 167 41

Appeals Pending 746 860 694 166

 Argued But Not Decided 47 69 61 8

 To Be Argued 699 791 633 158

Opinions Rendered Per Judge by Circuit 62.7 62.3

SECOND CIRCUIT

Appeals Filed 483 484 318 166

Motions Filed 24 12 5 7

Writs Filed (except Pro Se) 291 271 161 110

 Writs Refused* 206 207 127 80

 Writs Granted 81 74 38 36

Pro Se Writs Filed 527 482 14 468

 Pro Se Writs Refused* 450 393 14 379

 Pro Se Writs Granted 114 98 3 95

Appeals Dismissed/Transferred 40 32 27 5

Consolidated Opinions 25 24 10 14

Opinions Rendered 444 407 256 151

Rehearings Acted Upon** 88 74 54 20

Appeals Pending 211 235 151 84

 Argued But Not Decided 47 48 36 12

 To Be Argued 164 187 115 72

Opinions Rendered Per Judge by Circuit 49.3 45.2

THIRD CIRCUIT

Appeals Filed 750 641 491 150

Motions Filed 63 24 17 7

Writs Filed (except Pro Se) 383 444 352 92

 Writs Refused* 271 387 300 87

 Writs Granted 106 66 56 10

Pro Se Writs Filed 592 593 24 569

 Pro Se Writs Refused* 575 515 17 498

 Pro Se Writs Granted 64 87 2 85

Appeals Dismissed/Transferred 78 81 75 6

Consolidated Opinions 2 0 0 0

Opinions Rendered 616 688 529 159

Rehearings Acted Upon** 76 96 81 15

Appeals Pending 349 248 183 65

 Argued But Not Decided 26 36 25 11

 To Be Argued 323 212 158 54

Opinions Rendered Per Judge by Circuit 51.3 57.3

L O U I S I A N A  C O U R T S  O F  A P P E A L  Two-Year Trend In Activity

 *  Includes writs denied, not considered or dismissed.  ** Includes rehearings on writs.

Total appeals, motions and 

writs filed in the Louisiana 

State Courts of Appeal 

are about equally split 

between those arising from 

civil cases and those that 

come from criminal cases. 

However, 72% of opinions 

rendered pertain to  

civil appeals. Most of the 

criminal writs are brought 

by pro se litigants and  

are refused. 
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  2003 2004 2004 2004
  Total Total Civil Criminal

FOURTH CIRCUIT

Appeals Filed 626 612 507 105

Motions Filed 12 12 12 0

Writs Filed (except Pro Se) 689 694 561 133

 Writs Refused* 433 433 356 77

 Writs Granted 457 422 329 93

Pro Se Writs Filed 924 918 14 904

 Pro Se Writs Refused* 612 657 9 648

 Pro Se Writs Granted 306 254 5 249

Appeals Dismissed/Transferred 115 104 99 5

Consolidated Opinions 45 28 27 1

Opinions Rendered 671 471 352 119

Rehearings Acted Upon** 106 178 158 20

Appeals Pending 381 399 351 48

 Argued But Not Decided 70 121 117 4

 To Be Argued 311 278 234 44

Opinions Rendered Per Judge by Circuit 55.9 39.3

FIFTH CIRCUIT

Appeals Filed 464 528 338 190

Motions Filed 43 42 25 17

Writs Filed (except Pro Se) 435 392 234 158

 Writs Refused* 290 282 178 104

 Writs Granted 131 94 57 37

Pro Se Writs Filed 554 525 2 523

 Pro Se Writs Refused* 485 437 3 434

 Pro Se Writs Granted 59 44 2 42

Appeals Dismissed/Transferred 75 48 38 10

Consolidated Opinions 5 0 0 0

Opinions Rendered 398 376 239 137

Rehearings Acted Upon** 52 7 7 0

Appeals Pending 150 249 158 91

 Argued But Not Decided 19 47 37 10

 To Be Argued 131 202 121 81

Opinions Rendered Per Judge by Circuit 49.8 47.0

TOTAL FOR ALL CIRCUITS

Appeals Filed 3,351 3,336 2,475 861

Motions Filed 189 142 100 42

Writs Filed (except Pro Se) 2,482 2,464 1,805 659

 Writs Refused* 1,731 1,884 1,386 498

 Writs Granted 916 785 576 209

Pro Se Writs Filed 3,793 3,556 326 3,230

 Pro Se Writs Refused* 3,209 3,009 324 2,685

 Pro Se Writs Granted 620 563 17 546

Appeals Dismissed/Transferred 462 447 402 45

Consolidated Opinions 124 103 86 17

Opinions Rendered 2,975 2,690 1,931 759

Rehearings Acted Upon** 555 563 467 96

Appeals Pending 1,837 1,991 1,537 454

 Argued But Not Decided 209 321 276 45

 To Be Argued 1,628 1,670 1,261 409

L O U I S I A N A  C O U R T S  O F  A P P E A L  Two-Year Trend In Activity

 * Includes writs denied, not considered or dismissed 
 ** Includes rehearings on writs.

More than a million civil, 

criminal, traffic and  

juvenile cases were filed

in Louisiana’s 52 city  

and parish courts in 2004. 

Filings in Louisiana’s District 

Courts totalled 741,180 in 

2004, an increase of 0.4% 

over 2003.
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L O U I S I A N A  D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S  Two-Year Trend In Activity

   
2003
Total 
Filed

 
2004

Juvenile 
Filed

 
2004
Civil 
Filed

 
2004

Criminal 
Filed

 
2004
Traffic 
Filed

 
2004
Total 
Filed

 
JURY TRIALS

Civil Criminal
Filed Filed

DISTRICT  PARISH

 1 Caddo* 21,734 0 9,358 7,342 8,399 25,099
  District Totals 21,734 0 9,358 7,342 8,399 25,099 14 47

 2 Bienville 6,746 116 693 768 4,211 5,788
  Claiborne 3,858 210 545 464 2,689 3,908
  Jackson 3,251 136 813 689 1,076 2,714
  District Totals 13,855 462 2,051 1,921 7,976 12,410 1 7

 3 Lincoln 5,011 425 991 1,251 2,790 5,457
  Union 3,028 300 878 1,206 640 3,024
  District Totals 8,039 725 1,869 2,457 3,430 8,481 7 4

 4 Morehouse 4,386 271 1,129 1,088 7,173 9,661
  Ouachita 24,375 1,133 5,774 7,459 18,899 33,265
  District Totals 28,761 1,404 6,903 8,547 26,072 42,926 12 45

 5 Franklin 3,381 136 886 1,111 1,101 3,234
  Richland 4,832 225 1,119 1,122 2,324 4,790
  West Carroll 1,336 123 444 348 442 1,357
  District Totals 9,549 484 2,449 2,581 3,867 9,381 1 4

 6 East Carroll 1,724 129 265 283 1,424 2,101
  Madison 4,096 214 418 535 5,000 6,167
  Tensas 1,385 74 225 342 830 1,471
  District Totals 7,205 417 908 1,160 7,254 9,739 0 5

 7 Catahoula 3,135 56 502 476 1,340 2,374
  Concordia 2,878 274 748 1,309 1,032 3,363
  District Totals 6,013 330 1,250 1,785 2,372 5,737 1 5

 8 Winn 2,360 83 962 614 836 2,495
  District Totals 2,360 83 962 614 836 2,495 0 5

 9 Rapides 31,127 2,152 4,650 7,021 16,274 30,097
  District Totals 31,127 2,152 4,650 7,021 16,274 30,097 7 21

 10 Natchitoches 14,644 1,424 1,431 2,211 8,203 13,269
  District Totals 14,644 1,424 1,431 2,211 8,203 13,269 2 2

 11 DeSoto 10,725 498 941 1,541 8,456 11,436
  Sabine 7,716 228 972 1,430 4,894 7,524
  District Totals 18,441 726 1,913 2,971 13,350 18,960 1 12

 12 Avoyelles 12,965 61 1,984 2,228 7,295 11,568
  District Totals 12,965 61 1,984 2,228 7,295 11,568 2 2

 13 Evangeline** 3,311 328 1,192 1,973 0 3,493
  District Totals 3,311 328 1,192 1,973 0 3,493 0 6

 14 Calcasieu 30,760 1,228 7,825 6,735 12,119 27,907
  District Totals 30,760 1,228 7,825 6,735 12,119 27,907 25 15

 15 Acadia 9,158 344 1,802 2,495 4,163 8,804
  Lafayette 21,751 2,070 7,182 4,715 9,163 23,130
  Vermilion 7,469 482 1,786 3,428 4,034 9,730
  District Totals 38,378 2,896 10,770 10,638 17,360 41,664 26 22

 16 Iberia 10,883 917 2,946 2,027 5,370 11,260
  St. Martin 7,696 541 1,544 1,175 6,871 10,131
  St. Mary 12,317 762 1,838 2,535 5,519 10,654
  District Totals 30,896 2,220 6,328 5,737 17,760 32,045 15 41

 17 Lafourche 17,724 754 3,079 5,024 9,515 18,372
  District Totals 17,724 754 3,079 5,024 9,515 18,372 7 10

 18 Iberville 7,062 130 1,747 2,288 614 4,779
  Pointe Coupee 3,195 127 878 1,066 998 3,069
  W. Baton Rouge 6,054 89 941 1,392 3,874 6,296
  District Totals 16,311 346 3,566 4,746 5,486 14,144 9 9

 19 E. Baton Rouge* 47,852 0 15,026 8,870 26,452 50,348
  District Totals 47,852 0 15,026 8,870 26,452 50,348 50 37

 20 East Feliciana 4,659 215 961 752 2,377 4,305
  West Feliciana 1,259 42 486 505 659 1,692
  District Totals 5,918 257 1,447 1,257 3,036 5,997 3 8
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 * Violations of Traffic, Misdemeanors and/or Juvenile/Family Laws are Processed by Parish, City and/or Juvenile/Family Courts. 
 ** These courts were unable to separate traffic from criminal filings.. 
 *** DWI is included in the criminal totals beginning in 1990. 
 + Reflects Updated Totals Received After Publicaiton of 2003 Annual Report for parishes of Livingston, St. Helena, and Orleans Civil District Court.

   
2003
Total 
Filed

 
2004

Juvenile 
Filed

 
2004
Civil 
Filed

 
2004

Criminal 
Filed

 
2004
Traffic 
Filed

 
2004
Total 
Filed

 
JURY TRIALS

Civil Criminal
Filed Filed

DISTRICT  PARISH

 21 Livingston 14,734+ 285 4,239 2,655 7,564 14,743
  St. Helena 3,337+ 22 422 515 614 1,573
  Tangipahoa 23,585 308 4,795 4,568 15,516 25,187
  District Totals 41,656 615 9,456 7,738 23,694 41,503 16 25

 22 St. Tammany 41,495 2,018 7,082 7,172 20,904 37,176
  Washington 5,197 660 1,575 1,375 971 4,581  
  District Totals 46,692 2,678 8,657 8,547 21,875 41,757 16 103

 23 Ascension* 4,916 423 3,161 1,319 0 4,903
  Assumption 4,825 335 565 4,057 246 5,203
  St. James 3,859 462 913 983 2,018 4,376
  District Totals 13,600 1,220 4,639 6,359 2,264 14,482 15 32

 24 Jefferson* 21,136 0 12,932 8,420 0 21,352
  District Totals 21,136 0 12,932 8,420 0 21,352 26 178

 25 Plaquemines** 5,510 156 1,291 6,421 0 7,868
  District Totals 5,510 156 1,291 6,421 0 7,868 2 11

 26 Bossier 19,376 1,151 3,073 7,528 8,110 19,862
  Webster 13,197 521 1,290 1,648 9,335 12,794
  District Totals 32,573 1,672 4,363 9,176 17,445 32,656 5 22

 27 St. Landry 29,855 835 3,072 1,946 19,183 25,036
  District Totals 29,855 835 3,072 1,946 19,183 25,036 7 22

 28 LaSalle 3,234 126 607 1,256 1,626 3,615
  District Totals 3,234 126 607 1,256 1,626 3,615 0 3

 29 St. Charles 20,715 498 2,033 2,197 18,037 22,765
  District Totals 20,715 498 2,033 2,197 18,037 22,765 3 10

 30 Vernon 12,967 337 1,832 2,159 7,776 12,104
  District Totals 12,967 337 1,832 2,159 7,776 12,104 2 2

 31 Jefferson Davis 13,663 258 1,091 813 11,671 13,833
  District Totals 13,663 258 1,091 813 11,671 13,833 3 0

 32 Terrebonne 27,184 691 3,683 5,100 14,959 24,433
  District Totals 27,184 691 3,683 5,100 14,959 24,433 7 40

 33 Allen 8,959 233 802 949 3,909 5,893
  District Totals 8,959 233 802 949 3,909 5,893 3 5

 34 St. Bernard 20,614 607 2,708 7,035 9,504 19,854
  District Totals 20,614 607 2,708 7,035 9,504 19,854 10 0

 35 Grant 3,940 304 749 852 3,371 5,276
  District Totals 3,940 304 749 852 3,371 5,276 2 4

 36 Beauregard 8,891 239 1,245 972 4,101 6,557
  District Totals 8,891 239 1,245 972 4,101 6,557 1 6

 37 Caldwell** 2,580 71 478 2,679 0 3,228  
  District Totals 2,580 71 478 2,679 0 3,228 0 2

 38 Cameron** 5,870 84 400 5,619 0 6,103
  District Totals 5,870 84 400 5,619 0 6,103 2 0

 39 Red River 5,807 197 468 2,525 2,711 5,901
  District Totals 5,807 197 468 2,525 2,711 5,901 0 4

 40 St. John 18,641 647 2,338 2,378 8,995 14,358
  District Totals 18,641 647 2,338 2,378 8,995 14,358 0 9

  Orleans Civil* 19,466+ 0 18,763 0 0 18,763 71 0
  Orleans Criminal* 8,684 0 0 9,711 0 9,711 0 221
  District Totals 28,150 0 18,763 9,711 0 28,474 71 221

  Statewide Totals 738,080 27,765 166,568 178,670 368,177 741,180 374 1,006
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J U V E N I L E  D E L I N Q U E N C Y  R E P O R T   Felony Charges; Misdemeanor Charges; FINS

 Administrative Remedy Detention Petition Pleas Pre-Trial
Parish Refer In Refer Out Petitioned Other Hearings Cases/DA Children Charges Guilty Not Guilty Hearings

Unit of Count Cases Cases Cases Cases Children Cases Children Charges Charges Charges Children

Caddo Parish Juvenile 3,979 0 1,697 2,357 568 1,620 1,564 1,762 131 252 2

E.B.R. Parish Juvenile 1,699 252 0 1,447 869 1,340 1,340 1,913 223 1,180 1,931

Jefferson Parish Juvenile 3,860 4,921 331 3,893 1,971 2,236 2,237 3,540 1,073 2,039 3,292

Orleans Parish Juvenile 508 5 46 0 1,067 1,505 1,505 1,682 868 967 1,061
TOTALS 10,046 5,178 2,074 7,697 4,475 6,701 6,646 8,897 2,295 4,438 6,286

N O N - D E L I N Q U E N C Y  R E P O R T    Abortion; Abuse/Neglect; Mental Health; Termination of Parental 
Rights; UCCAct; Voluntary Custody Transfer; Marriage Waivers

 Appearance
 Cases Continued Pre-Trial Hearings Trials
Parish Filed Custody Hearings Admit Deny Stipulate Motions Adjudicated Dismissed

Unit of Count = Children

Caddo Parish Juvenile 385 155 38 1 0 1 0 8 0

E.B.R. Parish Juvenile 244 155 139 11 107 42 12 74 1

Jefferson Parish Juvenile 499 194 1,096 1 310 35 185 70 1

Orleans Parish Juvenile 215 150 183 9 241 860 1,059 248 78
TOTALS 1,343 654 1,456 22 658 938 1,256 400 80

J U V E N I L E  T R A F F I C  R E P O R T   Except Title 14 Cases

 Cases Not Guilty Guilty
Parish Filed Pleas Pleas Trials Fines Other Contempt

Unit of Count = Charges

Caddo  Parish Juvenile 579 0 385 29 223 1,108 0

E.B.R. Parish Juvenile 793 125 481 17 466 199 30

Jefferson Parish Juvenile 920 107 169 0 969 1,535 173

Orleans Parish Juvenile 1,168 184 481 64 318 608 0
TOTALS 3,460 416 1,516 110 1,976 3,450 203

J U V E N I L E  A D O P T I O N  R E P O R T

 Interlocutory Decrees Final Decrees
 Cases Surrenders Preplacement Opposition  Hearings Uncontested Contested Uncontested Contested
Parish Filed Filed Approval Granted Denied Granted Denied Granted Denied Granted Denied Granted Denied

Unit of Count = Children

Caddo  Parish Juvenile 129 20 3 0 0 4 0 0 0 68 0 1 0

E.B.R. Parish Juvenile 98 43 6 5 1 12 0 5 0 134 4 0 0

Jefferson Parish Juvenile 144 3 4 0 2 8 0 0 0 113 136 0 0

Orleans Parish Juvenile 132 54 4 0 1 2 0 0 0 157 0 1 0
TOTALS 503 120 17 5 4 26 0 5 0 472 140 2 0
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 IAA w/  Waived Pre-Trial  Adjudications   Dispositions  Contempt Motions Dispost’l
 Petition Dismissals Adult Crt  Motions Guilty Dismissed LTI Probation Other IAA Cmpl Hearings to Modify Reviews

 Children Charges Charges Motions Charges Charges Charges Charges Charges Charges People Motions Cases

 0 167 0 5 16 39 225 465 0 0 242 376 1,600

 524 408 0 561 337 135 149 378 277 336 589 112 347

 8 1,147 0 724 176 119 230 2,446 665 150 3,927 1,067 3,035

 0 282 0 0 193 869 1,418 636 0 0 0 94 1,386
 532 2,004 0 1,290 722 1,162 2,022 3,925 942 486 4,758 1,649 6,368

 

 Initial Dispositions Perm Plan
 Custody Custody  Contempt (18-mo)
 D.S.S. Parent Other Hearings Hearing Review Granted Denied Dismissed

 

 13 37 31 1 0 1,110 440 14 2

 75 8 22 0 125 227 182 4 7

 100 0 668 24 0 820 202 5 36

 1,270 33 120 16 174 1,146 44 8 185

 1,458 78 841 41 299 3,303 868 31 230

A D U L T  N O N - S U P P O R T  R E P O R T   Criminal Neglect; URESA; Title 46; Domestic Violence

 Cases Pleas Consent Sentences
Parish Filed Guilty Not Guilty Trials Judgements Rules Jail Other Dismissed

Unit of Count = Cases

Caddo Parish Juvenile 697 2 0 0 398 234 25 36 64

E.B.R. Parish Juvenile 1,075 0 0 37 1,233 450 7 856 85

Jefferson Parish Juvenile 2,646 0 131 2 1,920 32,244 28 7,065 190

Orleans Parish Juvenile 3 4 17 0 382 1,108 348 856 53
TOTALS 4,421 6 148 39 3,933 34,036 408 8,813 392

FA M I LY  C O U R T  F I L I N G S

 New Cases  Separations Qualified Family Paternity Cases   Rule 
Parish Filed Divorces (Covenant Domestic Violence and State Cases Disavowals Annulments Hearings Judgements Custody 
   Marriage) Rel.Orders

EBR Family Court 3,643 1,754 0 201 993 1,239 4 1 4,610 1,938 150
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 Filed Term. Filed Term. Filed Term. Filed Term. Filed Term.

CITY CIVIL CRIMINAL TRAFFIC* JUVENILE TOTAL CASES OTHER

Abbeville 270 215 461 465 1,758 1,335 442 421 2,931 2,436 0

Alexandria 2,654 1,270 6,372 4,340 8,627 8,625 0 0 17,653 14,235 0

Ascension 551 258 4,278 2,905 10,355 9,155 382 152 15,566 12,470 0

Baker 315 185 555 404 2,941 2,749 0 0 3,811 3,338 0

Bastrop 1,047 924 1,236 1,113 2,667 2,528 105 89 5,055 4,654 612

Baton Rouge 11,845 10,343 36,306 26,018 82,872 61,308 0 0 131,023 97,669 38,859

Bogalusa 310 284 1,561 1,343 1,756 1,721 259 250 3,886 3,598 1,879

Bossier City 1,934 1,186 3,692 3,620 9,831 7,952 1,652 1,589 17,109 14,347 389

Breaux Bridge 376 342 1,335 1,106 1,016 808 234 234 2,961 2,490 126

Bunkie 126 132 474 481 742 742 236 229 1,578 1,584 0

Crowley 365 323 4,098 1,653 570 1,374 576 483 5,609 3,833 0

Denham Springs 1,250 1,322 5,763 5,401 8,238 7,247 550 479 15,801 14,449 130

Eunice 542 394 2,668 3,089 2,574 2,952 345 328 6,129 6,763 0

Franklin 322 260 598 451 1,173 983 140 47 2,233 1,741 123

Hammond 1,834 1,399 3,453 2,012 9,280 7,039 1,272 989 15,839 11,439 0

Houma 2,384 1,698 2,366 1,953 5,851 6,269 2,050 1,635 12,651 11,555 866

Jeanerette 144 126 831 783 1,460 1,365 58 74 2,493 2,348 0

Jeff. 1st Parish Ct. 4,018 6,359 7,689 13,169 85,662 131,560 0 0 97,369 151,088 0

Jeff. 2nd Parish Ct. 3,893 6,329 6,483 10,522 68,991 114,350 0 0 79,367 131,201 0

Jennings 405 140 471 349 1,143 880 0 0 2,019 1,369 0

Kaplan 112 70 391 362 301 359 89 101 893 892 0

Lafayette 2,957 2,465 7,289 6,165 25,078 22,824 738 584 36,062 32,038 753

Lake Charles 2,574 532 3,576 4,107 11,558 8,265 129 174 17,837 13,078 0

Leesville 160 57 1,279 1,590 1,823 2,085 39 23 3,301 3,755 0

Marksville 326 303 1,153 1,047 1,327 1,210 171 161 2,977 2,721 0

Minden 507 634 1,215 793 1,188 1,015 216 207 3,126 2,649 167

Monroe 2,272 1,258 6,732 6,082 14,500 12,273 947 287 24,451 19,900 0

Morgan City 690 617 1,397 1,554 1,648 1,630 192 247 3,927 4,048 0

Natchitoches 532 341 1,266 1,260 4,943 4,895 330 311 7,071 6,807 179

New Iberia 1,057 927 2,170 3,430 3,755 5,167 550 575 7,532 10,099 0

N.O. 1st City Ct. 15,236 11,403 0 0 0 0 0 0 15,236 11,403 0

N.O. 2nd City Ct. 1,774 1,576 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,774 1,576 0

N.O. Municipal 0 0 86,902 55,967 0 0 0 0 86,902 55,967 0

N.O. Traffic 0 0 5,906 3,973 229,075 160,648 0 0 234,981 164,621 0

Oakdale 266 259 394 197 786 1,103 128 127 1,574 1,686 26

Opelousas 674 501 3,063 2,686 4,233 3,800 641 621 8,611 7,608 0

Pineville 795 2,457 1,890 2,277 5,459 5,436 0 0 8,144 10,170 0

Plaquemine 436 434 850 814 2,128 2,115 262 262 3,676 3,625 0

Port Allen 270 140 196 133 5,313 4,233 35 20 5,814 4,526 0

Rayne 471 439 844 762 1,231 1,128 204 178 2,750 2,507 0

Ruston 885 496 1,213 1,642 2,372 1,997 0 0 4,470 4,135 225

Shreveport 9,141 7,085 9,512 8,794 47,157 42,093 0 0 65,810 57,972 26,816

Slidell 1,380 1,462 2,253 2,105 5,017 4,741 705 756 9,355 9,064 0

Springhill 273 241 1,006 786 656 656 288 230 2,223 1,913 234

Sulphur 1,247 752 2,465 3,173 9,014 10,032 171 41 12,897 13,998 290

Thibodaux 755 368 2,368 2,732 3,815 4,365 380 265 7,318 7,730 0

Vidalia 48 16 223 141 823 539 41 21 1,135 717 0

Ville Platte 732 375 1,094 814 679 574 197 181 2,702 1,944 0

West Monroe 1,211 1,052 1,974 1,560 5,135 6,101 142 133 8,462 8,846 212

Winnfield 284 176 218 147 571 369 0 0 1,073 692 0

Winnsboro 1,144 626 803 622 540 453 200 200 2,687 1,901 0

Zachary 254 128 637 757 832 822 0 0 1,723 1,707 0
STATE TOTALS 83,048 70,679 240,969 197,649 698,464 681,870 15,096 12,704 1,037,577 962,902 71,886

   * DWI is included in the Criminal column.

L O U I S I A N A  C I T Y  A N D  P A R I S H  C O U R T S  Cases Processed



LOU IS IANA  COURT  S TRUCTURE J A N U A R Y  1 ,  2 0 0 5

Number of Justices and Judges: 7 Supreme Court

 53 Courts of Appeal

 242  District, Family and Juvenile 
(includes 11 Commissioners)

 73 City and Parish Courts

 375 Total

13 CITY COURTS
1 PARISH COURT

10 CITY COURTS

APPROXIMATELY 250 MAYOR’S COURTS

APPROXIMATELY 390 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

22 CITY 
COURTS

4 CITY COURTS 2 PARISH COURTS

COURT OF APPEAL  

FIRST CIRCUIT  
(BATON ROUGE)

COURT OF APPEAL  

SECOND CIRCUIT
(SHREVEPORT)

COURT OF APPEAL  

THIRD CIRCUIT
(LAKE CHARLES)

COURT OF APPEAL  

FOURTH CIRCUIT
(NEW ORLEANS)

COURT OF APPEAL  

FIFTH CIRCUIT
(GRETNA)

DISTRICT 
COURT

(21 Parishes)

DISTRICT 
COURT

(4 Parishes)

JEFFERSON 
PARISH 

JUVENILE 
COURT

DISTRICT 
COURT

(3 Parishes)

ORLEANS 
PARISH 

JUVENILE 
COURT

DISTRICT 
COURT

(20 Parishes)

CADDO 
PARISH 

JUVENILE 
COURT

DISTRICT 
COURT

(16 Parishes)

EAST  
BATON 
ROUGE 
FAMILY 
COURT

EAST  
BATON 
ROUGE 

JUVENILE 
COURT

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  L O U I S I A N A
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